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O	  Mankind!	  Worship	  your	  Rabb	  who	  created	  you	  and	  those	  who	  

Came	  before	  you,	  by	  doing	  this	  you	  may	  expect	  to	  guard	  yourself	  against	  evil.	  
It	  is	  He	  who	  has	  made	  the	  Earth	  

A	  floor	  for	  you	  and	  the	  sky	  a	  canopy,	  and	  it	  is	  He	  who	  sends	  down	  rain	  from	  
the	  sky	  for	  the	  growth	  

Of	  fruits	  for	  your	  sustenance,	  therefore,	  do	  not	  knowingly	  set	  up	  rivals	  to	  Allah	  

And	  if	  you	  are	  in	  doubt	  as	  to	  whether	  the	  revelations	  which	  We	  have	  sent	  
down	  to	  
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Our	  servant	  are	  from	  us	  or	  not,	  then	  produce	  one	  Surah	  like	  this,	  and	  call	  your	  
witnesses	  

Besides	  Allah	  to	  assist	  you,	  if	  you	  are	  right	  in	  your	  claim.	  But	  if	  you	  are	  
unable	  to	  do	  so	  

And	  you	  can	  never	  do	  so,	  then	  fear	  the	  hell	  fire,	  whose	  fuel	  is	  men	  and	  

Stones,	  which	  is	  prepared	  for	  the	  nonbelievers.	  Give	  glad	  tidings	  to	  those	  
who	  believe	  and	  	  

Do	  good	  deeds	  that	  for	  them	  will	  be	  gardens	  beneath	  which	  
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Prior Knowledge: 

Whatever words we utter are of only two kinds: 
1- Useless 
2- Meaningful (كلمة) 

There are three types of كلمة: 
1- Noun (إإ سمم) 
2- Verb (فعلل)  
3- Letter (حررفف)  

What is the purpose of حررفف? 

It works like glue between a noun and a verb.  It joins the words and gives a shape to their 
meaning.  

For example (from Ayah 21): 
The word يیا is a letter. In the Arabic language يیا is used for calling.  

 Is used to strengthen يیا. It is used for emphasis.  

Rivers	  flow,	  whenever	  they	  will	  be	  given	  fruits	  to	  eat	  they	  will	  say	  

This	  is	  similar	  to	  the	  one	  we	  used	  to	  eat	  before	  on	  Earth,	  for	  the	  fruits	  will	  
resemble	  the	  fruits	  on	  the	  Earth	  and	  for	  them	  

There	  will	  be	  chaste	  virgin	  spouses,	  and	  they	  shall	  live	  therein	  forever.	  
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 Summary,  

 (Oh the mankind) Oh the people. Which people? Everybody living in this 

world, any age, color, race, lineage, gender. What should they do?  (Worship).  Whom? 

(You’re Rabb). Which Rabb?  (The one who created you).  Who else did He 

create?  (And those who were before you). Why should you worship that 

Rabb?  (To remain safe). Safe from what? From all the difficulties, disorder, 
mischief of this world and in the Akhira you are safe from the hell fire                         

 , Worship that Rabb who has made the Earth a floor for you. 

 What else did he make for you? , and the sky a canopy. What else did 

He give you? , and He sent down water (rain)  from the sky. What happened 

with this water? , and He brought from it the fruits for your 
sustenance . After eating, receiving the blessings of food from Allah, it becomes incumbent 
on us that we should pay the right of Allah. How? By being grateful to Him. How will that be 

done? , therefore do not set up rivals with Allah. He alone gave you the 

blessings, so in return you must be grateful to Him. , and you all know.  

Know what? That He is the one who gives you Rizq, sustenance. , and if 

you are in doubt. Doubt of what? , about the revelations We have sent 
to Our servent. What did Allah reveal? The Quran. If you are in doubt as to whether the 

revelations sent down to Our Servent are from Us or not, what should you do?  

then bring/produce a Surah,  , like this. And in order to complete this task to prove 

that you are true, , call your witnesses. You can get together as many people 

as you want to prove your claim. other than Allah. , if you are the 

ones who are truthful. Truthful in the fact that this book is not sent by Allah. , 
so if you are unable to do it. Do what? Unable to produce a Surah like the ones in the 
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Quran. , and you can never do so. Then what should you do? , save 
yourself from the hellfire. Because if you don’t believe you will have fire infront of you. 

Which fire? , whose fuel is men. , and the stones. , it 
has already been prepared for those who deny.  

Denying what? Allahs deen, denying to take benefit from this book, rejecting Allah, 
His book and His messengers. , on the other hand give glad tidings. So first the 

warning was given and now the good news is told. . For who is the good news? For 

those who believe. Not only believed but also did righteus deeds. What is 

the glad tiding fo them? , indeed for them is a garden. What type of garden? 

, beneath which rivers flow.  There isnt only greenery, water is present 

as well. There wont only be greenery and water, they will also be given food. , They 

will be given rizq to eat, , from it, meaning from Jannah, , from the fruit 
, provisions to eat. In Jannah when they will be given anything to eat, they will say 

, this is similar to the one we used to eat before. Where? In the 
world. the dwellers of Jannah will recognize the fruits, they will be familiar with them. 

, and they will be given the fruits that resemble the fruits that were on Earth.  

 , for them. For who? The people of Jannah, , where? In Jannah. What is 

there? , wives. In this case why is it wives?  means both husband or wife. 

Because the world  comes before it. And that is masculine gender. The word will remain 

the same, it depends on the style of the speech. What type of wife? , ones who are 
completely pure. They are pure, bodily and spiritually. Purity in soul, habit, character , 

conduct. , and they in this Jannah will remain forever. Jannah wil be their 
home forever. This is the biggest and best quality of Jannah—it will be a permanent home. 
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Tafsir:  

 O the mankind! Here Allah is inviting all types of people to do his Ibadah. 
The believers, non-believers and the hypocrites. By doing so, a point is being made that the 

Quran is not only for the Muslims, it is for all the mankind. , Worship. In arabic this 
word means to expend all energy one has in total obedience to somebody and shunning all 
disobedience out of ones awe and reverence. So who should you worship? , Your Rabb. 

And who is this Rabb? , the one who created you.  

Obviously you didn’t come into being all by yourself so there must be someone who 
created you. Youerbeing, your hands, your face, your feet, your strength, your capabilities, 
your strength.  The meaning of the word Rabb is the one who gives nurture. This word 
means that He is and only He can be worthy of worship. He is the one who changes man 
through gradual stages of development from a drop of water into a healthy and rational 
being. He is the one who provides sustenance for his growth. So think about this: won’t you 
love the person who gave you everything?  

He is not a stranger, HE IS your Rabb. And not only did he create you but also those who 
came before you. 

. So He is the Rabb who created you and those who came before you.  
When someone is inviting you to Ibadah, it is for their own benefit. Because Allah has said 

, It is so that you can safeguard yourself and so that you don’t have any 
difficulties. Your Rabb does not want to see you harm, He does not want to see you in pain 
or difficulty, He does not want to you to lead you astray, He wants to guide you and that is 
why He commands you to do his Ibadah.  

, the Earth, He spread it for you like a floor, like a bed. 
Like who we rest on a bed, we spread a sheet and we sit on it, to relax in the same way the 
Earth is like a bed spread for you, smooth and plain, like a floor. If it was not plain, if it was 
all hills, how would you walk? Life would’ve been so tough. He din’t only make this Earth for 
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us, he also made , and he made the sky a roof for you. When some one says roof to 
you, the first thing you imagine is a house. This world is a hosue for you. Have you ever 
wondered who created this for you? Not only were these things created He also prepared  
for your sustenance. For example food. 

If you have a house and no food, you will not survive. So Allah has provided you with 
all these things for your sustenance and the first thing mentioned is water. Life begins with 

water. , and He sends down water from the sky, in the form of rain. Not 
only is beneficial to the Earth, but your environment is washed as well. And then with this 

water what happens? , then He brought out with it.  from the fruits. 
The reference here is not only to fruits but it is to all the edible parts of the plants. there 
are more than 400 thousand types of plants on this Earth and they are not only used by 
humans but are also used by the animals. After the animal eats the plant, we eat the animal, 
like the cattle. Also think about how much  beauty plants bring in to this Earth. So they are 
present for our sustenance. And to further realise, Allah has put different taste in each 
plant or fruit. 

 

 
• You	  live	  on	  the	  Earth	  that	  Allah	  made	  for	  you.	  	  

• You	  live	  under	  the	  roof	  that	  He	  granted	  you.	  

• You	  drink	  the	  water	  that	  he	  sends	  for	  you.	  

• This	  water	  then	  also	  causes	  the	  fruits	  to	  grow.	  

• Then	  what	  do	  we	  do?	  Allah	  has	  given	  us	  all	  these	  things	  and	  STILL	  
we	  turn	  our	  faces	  away	  from	  him.	  
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 It is Allah who brings man into existence out of nothing. 
 He provides the means of sustenance through the sky, the Earth, the rain 
 Allah and Allah alone is worthy of all worship. 
 Allah has put mankind as the head of all His creations. 

But there are men who because of their ignorance, forget Allah, the One God. What is 

there consequence? They are serving a billion gods. Allah says , do not 
set up partners with Allah. Do not make any one equal to Him because no one can EVER be 

equal to him. , and you know this. Does anyone deny the fact that this Earth 
was created by Allah? The sky has been created by someone else? Can anyone say that 
besides Allah, there is someone who creates this Earth?  

Allah has pointed out the basic things so that we pay attention to them and recognize Allah.  

 and if you are in a doubt. 

First Allah gave His recognition, the Rabb who: 

-‐ Had made the food 
-‐ Has made the drink for you 
-‐ Created you 
-‐ Created this Earth and the sky for you 
-‐ Grew the fruit  
-‐ Gave you things so that you can survive 
-‐ Has also prepared for your guidance 
-‐ Gave you a book so that you may be guided. 

And if after seeing all this you still have a doubt, in what? 

 , In what We (Allah ) sent to Our slave as to whether or not that the 
revelations sent to our slave our from Us or not. 

Who was Allahs slave? 

He was sent to guide people.  The last Prophet, Muhammad (SAW).  
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So in order for us to be guided a teacher and a book both are being introduced. 

So if you are in doubt about this book, what should you do? 

, then you also produce a Surah like this. Not a whole book, just a Surah, a 
part, a chapter. And in order to do this what should you do? 

; call your witnesses besides Allah, call whomsoever you want in 

order to help you. , if you are truthful. Truthful in what? 

That this book is written by a human. By Allahs Prophet (SAW).   and if you are 

unable to do so  and you can never do so, then what should you do? Then just 
accept!  

This verse proposes an easy test. That those who are still in doubt should produce a 
Surah or a passage that resembles the Holy Quran. If they fail they should firmly 
acknowledge the Holy Quran to be undoubtedly the word of Allah. If you don’t what will 
happen? 

You will meet evil consequences and evil ends. What will be the end result? FIRE.  

How is the hellfire?  

, whose fuel is men and stones.   

Men are made up of flesh and bone. If you pay attention as to what makes up our 
body you will notice that we are made up of calcium and phosphorus. Calcium is limestone. If 
you pour water over it,it will give off heat, creating bubbles and the temperature may rise 
upto many thousands of degrees. And phosphorus, what is it? If you think of a match stick, 
the small thing on top of the match stick, which burns is phosphorus.  

So now think, inside a human body, there are substances that can cause fire.  

And the second component of hell fire is stone. When the stone will catch fire the 
temperature will become very high. FEAR THE FIRE. Save yourself from the fire. The fire 
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is the place to which people who associate partners with Allah will go. The people who deny 

His book. Who reject His Prophets. , and this is the destination for the 
disbelievers. 

Now we come to a realization that Heaven and Hell are not imaginary things. So where 
is it? Allah is the one who prepared it and He is the one who knows best where to place it.  

Now going to the other side of the argument. 

Wait… what is the argument?  

If you are still in doubt as to whether this book was send down by Allah or it was made up 
by His Prophet, create the liking of it. Not even a whole book, just a chapter. And you can 
call whoever you want to help you. You are allowed to even hold an International conference 
if you want to, in order to produce something like the Quran. And if you fail, then accept 
Islam. If you don’t, you wil suffer the consequences of the hell fire.. 

So now Allah takes us to the other side of this arguement and says  and give 
glad tidings to those who believe. And what kind of people are they?  

-‐ They don’t only accept or believe verbally  

-‐ They also confirm it practically. ; and they do righteous deeds.  

The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was a walking Quran 

So for those who do good deeds, what is the reward? , indeed for them are 

gardens. How are these gardens? , beneath which the rivers flow.  
Only Allah knows the true meaning to that. Jannah is beyond any description or imagination 

or perception. But it is understood that about  

a) Jannah is a place that is at a height. People from Jannah will view water spread over a 
vast area, flowing from a height. And falling downwards.  

b) Water flowing beneath, under the floor.  
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So Allah has said that for those who believe there are gardens. Why? Because they did 
righteous deeds.  

Whenever they will be given food to eat in Jannah, they will say , 
this is similar to the one we used to eat before (on Earth). This means that the food from 
Jannah will resemble the food on Earth. Why?  

Because when one eats something new, he feels hesitant at first. Sometimes the food 
is very good but it is unfamiliar to the person. But when a person will see the food in 
Jannah, they will remember that they are familiar. The food will be easily identified and will 

be enjoyed. , it wil be similar or will resemble. Always keep in mind that the 
things that the things people will get in Jannah are not the same old things from the 
Earth. Only the shape of things may be the same. The foods taste and texture would be 

different. And also, it will be the best. And what else will they get? 

, and for them will be chaste spouses. Completely clean, pure spouses. This shows that 
the most important quality of a lady or woman in Jannah is that she will be clean, pure in 
sole, thinking, body, one with modesty. 

The woman in jannah will be clean externally and will be pure internally. 

 and they shall live therin forever. They wont be told to leave Jannah and 
nor would they want to leave Jannah. The joys of paradise will be unlike the joys of the 
Earth. These joys will not be shortlived and one will not have to fear loosing them. The 
believers will live in perpetual bliss forever.  

In the first verse Allah (SWT) says , O the mankind worship. Then Allah gives 
reasons as to why we should do his Ibadah (worship): 

1- -- because he created you. 

2- -- and he created those before you. 

3- -- He made the Earth a bed for you 

4- -- and the sky a canopy 
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5- -- He gave you food and He gave you Rizq 
and He gave you water. 

What is the benefit of worshipping? 

1- -- so that you safe guard yourself. 

So when is the completion of Ibadah? 

We should do Ibadah, but how? 

-- do not make any partners to Allah. 

There are many people who do worship Allah but at the same time they have also set up 
partners with Him. 

The condition of worshipping Allah is that you must not set up partners with him. 

Now if someone was to ask you, why do you do your Rabbs Ibadah, what would you 
say? 

“Because the Rabb has said”< --- that is the typical answer. 

You should say “Because it has benefit for us.” Why?: 

-‐ He gave us to eat 
-‐ He has given us everything 
-‐ He has created the sun 
-‐ He has created the skies 
-‐ He has created the Earth 

So if He is giving us everything, why should we worship anyone else?! 
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There are many people who worship things besides Allah. What sorts of thing are these, 

what falls into the category of ? 

× Idols 
× Stone 
× Wood 
× Sun 
× Moon 
× Fire 
× Angels 
× Statues 
× Cows  

So what the heart likes, people start worshipping that. And MOST of the people do this; 
Allah is plainly telling you in the Quran not to do this. Be only Allahs slave. Don’t ever 
consider anyone else even worthy of worship, why? 

Do people look beautiful when they are worshipping water, statues or when they spread out 
their hands infront of fire? What has the water done for us? What has the statue done for 
us? 

Allah has created EVERYTHING for us; so it makes sense to worship Him. 

Think, why is the Sun not worshipped? Has the sun created me? Does the sky bring down 
water for me? Does the sky provide the Rizq for me? NO it doesn’t! Then why should it be 
worshipped??! 

 ال إإلهھ إإال هللا=
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   -- And while you know, you have ilm (knowledge). This suggests that 
knowledge is necessary. What kind of knowledge? The ilm of our beginning and the ilm of 
our end. Allah is not giving the order of His worship, without ilm.  

         We say that the stones, stars, sun, moon; statues are not partners of God. But we, 
too, sometimes set up small partners to Allah with Allah. For example we say “If it wasn’t 
for the doctor, I would have died.” We think that the doctor was the one who saves us. 
Think of it like this: it is because of the doctor that we got the benefit but the benefit 
came to us because of Allah’s commission. Sometimes the doctor is with the patient day and 
night and still the patient dies. So the power to give life and death is not with the doctor; 
the doctor is only the source. 

         -- if you are in a doubt as to whether We revealed this book to our 
servant or not; then what should you do?  

Forge a book like it. Who was this said to? 

It was said to the Arabs. Ones whose mother tongue was Arabic, those whose younger 
generations were reciting verses and poems in Arabic. Uptil this day, no one has been able 
to produce a chapter like that of the Quran. Many people had tried. 1400 years have 
passed, still this challenge is present. No one could even write ONE Ayah like that of the 
Quran. Those who tried were unsuccessful.  

A man who has once heard the Quran, once understood it, can never quit it. And it is a fact 
that who has their heart open up for this book; then nothing else can make its way in it. No 
other thing can then make room in it. It is a living miracle. 

Every Prophet has their own miracele: 

-‐ Prophet Isa: in his time, medicine was at its peak. 
-‐ Prophet Musa: In his time, magic was at its peak.  
-‐ Prophet Muhammad (SAW): literature was at its peak. 

Allah openly proclaims: If you do not accept this book and the one who brought it, then no 
one can save you from the fire. 
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What is the prescription to stay away from the fire? 

1- To have faith in this book  
2- To implement this book in your life  

This challenge, of trying to produce another Surah like that of this book if you are in doubt, 
has come up at 4 other places in the Quran besides this one; 

-‐ Surah Yunus Verse 14 
-‐ Surah Hud Verse 34 
-‐ Surah Bani Israel Verse 88 
-‐ Surah Tur Verse 34 

These place state: If you doubt this book, then bring another one like it. And if you 
cannot, surrender, give up. Giving up means that you humble yourself before Allah. 

 

 
 


