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Their	  example	  is	  that	  of	  a	  man	  who	  kindled	  a	  fire.	  

When	  it	  illuminated	  all	  around	  him,	  Allah	  took	  away	  the	  
light.	  

And	  left	  them	  in	  utter	  darkness,	  they	  could	  see	  nothing.	  

Deaf,	  dumb	  and	  blind,	  they	  will	  never	  return	  to	  the	  right	  way.	  

Or	  another	  example	  is	  that	  of	  a	  storm	  cloud	  in	  the	  sky,	  
charged	  with	  thunder	  and	  lightning.	  
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They	  pressed	  their	  fingers	  to	  their	  ears,	  at	  the	  sound	  of	  
each	  stunning	  thunder-‐clap.	  

For	  fear	  of	  death.	  Allah	  is	  encircling	  the	  disbelievers	  from	  all	  
sides.	  

The	  lightning	  terrifies	  them,	  as	  if	  it	  was	  going	  to	  snatch	  
away	  their	  eyesight.	  	  

Whenever	  it	  flashes	  they	  walk	  on.	  

When	  it	  becomes	  dark	  they	  stand	  still.	  
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Summary: 

Starting from Ayah 17. 

 Their example. Who’s example? The hypocrites. , is like the 

example of he who  kindled fire. For example, there is darkness and one 

person kindles fire, what happens? , but when he lighted all his 

surroundings  Allah took away their Noor (نوورر) (light). Which نوورر? That 
of their ears, hearts, and sight. So initially there was a light but then it was taken 

away from their heart.  and left them in darkness. Despite the fact 
that the fire was giving our light, they were in darkness. Why? Because there was 
darkness inside them. They were unable to avail from the surrounding light. What was 

the result? they could not see.  deaf, dumb and blind. 

 they won’t return. Where won’t they return? Towards islam, guidance, 

toward the right way.  Or their example. Who’s example? The example of the 

hypocrites. It is like a heavy rain. From where?  From the sky. This ‘rain’ is 
pointing to Deen-ul-Islam. Those commandments of Islam that were being descended 

And	  if	  Allah	  wanted,	  He	  could	  have	  totally	  taken	  away	  their	  
hearing	  and	  their	  sight.	  

For	  Allah	  has	  power	  over	  everything.	  
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on the Earth through revelations from the sky.  In this rain there is 

darkness. (The pronoun هه in  refers to the rain). Just think about it, when it rains 
there are many clouds. And when many clouds gather together then the sunlight is 

unable to reach the Earth. Therefore causing it to become dark.  And it’s 
thundering and it’s lightning. So now you can imagine the situation: its dark with heavy 
rain and lightning is flashing with thunderbolts. This means then that as the commands 
of Islam were being revealed, there were a few difficulties with it. What did the 
hypocrites do at this time? Instead of facing these problems and benefitting from 

this rain, what did they do?  They put their fingers in their 

ears  due to the thunderbolts.  Out of fear of death. This was 
so that they could protect themselves from any hardship. These hypocrites used to 
hide themselves and were not ready to hear anything. If someone hears a really scary 
sound and they put their hand in their ears, does this mean that they no longer will 

fear that sound? Is it that the danger is now gone?  and Allah 

encompasses the disbelievers, these disbelievers cannot escape anywhere.  

it is near that the lightning  will snatch away their sight.  

whenever there is light for them, from the lightning, what happens?   they 
walk in it. This means that when Islam faces a victory, they are ready to side with 

Islam and  and when darkness overtakes them (meaning that when 

the excitement of the victory begins to fade away, the hard time comes)   they 

stand still.  And if Allah wanted he could’ve taken 
away their hearing and their sight. Allah could have deprived them of the truth if He 

willed.  Indeed Allah is able to do all things. 

Tafsir:  

There are two examples presented in these Ayahs. Why? Because there are two types 
of hypocrites. 
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One of these is the group whose hearts were completely كفرر. In their heart was 
pure كفرر but they proclaimed that they were believers. So the first example is relating 
to them. What is the example?  

.  When the Prophet (SAW) came to Medina some people 
accepted Islam but some people soon became hypocrites. There is example is like of 
that person who was in darkness before coming to Islam. What darkness was present 
in Medina before Islam came there?  

The darkness of disbelief was there. Then Islam came. The light of Islam was 
spread throughout the area. 

Now this person could see the beneficial things and the harmful things clearly. 
He was able to distinguish between the truth and falsehood in the light of Islam. Then 
suddenly the light went away. This light was not from the outside, it was internal. 
Outside the light was still present but the person’s own heart changed. What are the 
reasons for changing of the heart? 

Their hearts denied, they denied and Allah says , the light of 
Islam didn’t go anywhere but THEIR light or their noor went away. The same can be 
said for the hypocrites. They were in the darkness of Shirk (associating partners with 
Allah) and then they came to Islam, they were able to recognize the Haraam from the 
Halaal. Then once again they returned to hypocrisy so the light went away. 

The above Tafsir is by  Hazrat Abdullah bin Masood (RA) and other companions. 

The first example is of the hypocrites. Which hypocrites? The COMPLETE 
hypocrites. They were hypocrites by belief. There is disbelief in their heart. Their 
example states that before Islam they were in the darkness of كفرر. 

 in that darkness, a man lit a light.  
then the surrounding lighted because of Islam. Then what happened?  
Alah took away their light. The light within them was turned off. Their Imaan no longer 

existed. Because this happened  they were left in darkness (Their 
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doubt, disbelief and hypocrisy).   they were unable to see. They were unable 
to find the correct path, or its direction. Who couldn’t these people see? The 
Prophet (SAW) who was present amongst them. They were also unable to see the 
qualities of Islam. Then Allah says  Now their state is that they are deaf, 
dumb and blind. They are unable to hear the guidance. They are anable to utter the 
word that may be of benefit to them.  They are in total darkness (unable to see). 

 Now they wont return. Where? Towards Islam.  When does this 
happen? What happens is that when a person sees the truth they close their eyes. 
Allah has given them eyes, intelluct, and ears. He then sent the Prophet(SAW). But 
what the Prophet was teaching, their hearts don’t want to accept.  

Why? 

Jealousy 

These hypocrites were from among the Jews. When the Prophet (SAW) came to 
Medina there were Jews and Ansars (the locals) living there. There were also 
immigrants.  

The Jews were waiting for the Prophet (SAW) to come but when they came to know 
that the Prophet has come that the Prophet has come from Bani Ismail and not Bani 
Israel, they became jealous. They began to say that since the Prophet did not come 
from our lineage we won’t listen to him. Prejudice became a hurdle.  

This was the case with the hypocrites who chose misguidance over guidance. So 
then Allah removed what benefitted them. And this was the light (of Islam). And they 
were left with what harms them, the dark. 

Once again a connection can be made . So 

for the متقي this book is guidance. This book is not for those who are .  

Time to analyze our own selves:   

Sometime there is a case that we are listening but we are not hearing to what is 
being said. This is because our mind is preoccupied with other things or the thing that 
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we are listening to is not of our interest. When a person has such effect, such feelings 
of thinking or any emotional state which is controlling his conscious, his intellect, his 
senses, such a person will never understand what is being said. They are covered by a 
veil of thoughts and desires that is covering them therefore when words strike their 
ear, but they do not hear. These are the people that never gain guidance. The hearts 
of the hypocrites had a veil of prejudice over them, they did not want to accept the 
Prophet (SAW).  

Hypocrites are people who are not willing to accept the truth, but they will mold 
the truth into what is more suitable for them. Obviously then they will not be able to 
gain guidance. 

Now the second example, the second type of hypocrite. 

These hypocrites  don’t have the same type of كفرر in their hearts as those 
mentioned above. This was the group that was uncertain, they were confused. Their 

state was  or like the heavy rain from the sky. This rain is the rain of 
Islam. Rain can only happen when there are clouds and not just any clouds, heavy clouds 
full of rain.  

This example that Allah has given is for those hypocrites who know the truth 
and they doubt it at other times. When these hypocrites suffer from doubt or 

confusion, their hearts are , the rain that comes from the sky (rain of Islam), 

, it had darkness, thunder, and lightening. In other words trials, 
problems, restrictions, commands against their will, what did they do?  

 they used to put their fingers in their ears. When does a 
person do such an action?  

It comes naturally, when you don’t want to listen to something. Allah didn’t say they 
put their hands in their ears, but their fingers why?  

Because , from the thunderbolts, from the lightning, from the scary news. 
Maybe because of the things they did not like.  due to the fear of death.  
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They think “what if death comes to us when we have to sacrifice?” this was such a big 
foolishness. Why? 

Allah says , Allah is encompassing the disbelievers. In this 
context كفرر means the hypocrites. Those who did not accept. These people are just like 
those animals in safari parks. The animals think they are free but they are unaware of 
the fencing around them. They are in a trap. These hypocrites can’t escape. We think 
that we are free in this world but in reality we are being chased by death. Then Allah 

says , it is near that the lightning will snatch away their eyesight. 
Their Noor was taken away by Allah. Their capability to understand the truth is then 
completely taken away from them.  

But since these people weren’t complete hypocrites, they weren’t hypocrites by belief, 

they were only hypocrite by action; they were given respite.  whenever 
it flashes, they walk on. When they saw Islam gaining success they started walking 
with Islam. 

For example: at the time of Battle of Badr, when the Muslims got the war booty. Or at 
the time of the Conquest Of Makkah they called out slogans Islam, Islam! 

Whenever the hypocrites acquire a share of victory in the victories of Islam, they are 

content with the share. In ,  means the light, or the success of 
Islam, whenever it flashes, in other words when good days came, the hypocrites 

became friends of Islam.  and when the war of Tabuk came what 
happened? 

They stood still. They never supported or helped Islam at the time of difficulty. 
Whenever Islam suffers a calamity, they are ready to disbelieve. 

 And if Allah wanted He could have totally taken away 
their hearing and their sight. 

What did Allah do?  

He took away their light. But not totally, he gave them respite. 
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, for Allah has power over everything. They were given chances 
to incline towards Islam. 

When do we help Islam? When we see that it is benefitting us.  If we need to 
sacrifice something for Islam like wealth or time or we need to strive for Islam, what 
do we do? 

We lag behind. We say we can’t do this it is too difficult. If something in Islam 
is difficult for us we stop believing that it is part of Islam. We wont mention them 
with Islams name, and when someone mentions them, we say oh it is nothing but the 
mere talks of the religious people. So Allah says that when any difficulty comes, they 
put their fingers in their ears. They say “don’t tell us this command!!” “we don’t want to 
hear this command.” 

What are the commands of Islam that seem so difficult for me? 

• We know that it is Haraam and that it’s not allowed, but we still do it anyways.  
• Do you listen to each and every command of Allah happily?  
• Do you accept it willingly? 
• Do I act upon Allah’s command? 

Only YOU can analyze your own self.  

We have no right to call someone a hypocrite based on their outward state. We hold no 
right to judge people.  

To do Allah’s Ibadah, one needs guidance. Thus Allah reveals a book.  .  

Allah is now showing us the groups amongst the people.  

  believers – متقي -1
  disbelievers – كفرر -2
 hypocrites – منافقق -3

The منافقق are then further divided into 2 groups:  

1-‐ One is hypocrite by faith; they are mentioned in the parable of fire. 
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2-‐ One is hypocrite by action; they are hesitant whose light of faith is sometimes 
lit and sometimes extinguished. They are mentioned in the parable of rain.  

Now Allah will deal with each of them differently. The Book, The Quran, is present 
for all. And Taqwa is required in order to gain benefit from this book. For people who 
have Taqwa, Allah has opened up the doors of guidance. But as for the people who deny 
it and don’t believe in the unseen, if these people are warned or not, they will not 
understand. Why? Because these people have become stubborn. What will happen to 
such people? Allah will put a veil over their hearing and their sight. When they don’t 
want to benefit from the faculties that Allah has provided them with, then Allah will 
seal their hearts.  

What is Allah’s command for hypocrites?  

They have no interest for guidance. The first group is completely كفرر by heart and they 
temporarily accept the truth. The second group is confused. Sometimes they walk on 
the path of Allah and sometimes they don’t. But for these people Allah does not seal 
their hearts. He does not put a veil over their eyes or ears but 

, If Allah willed he could have totally taken away 
their hearing and their sight.  

Why does Allah take away their light, their Noor?  

Allah does not take away the Noor from everyone and nor does He stamp 
everyone’s heart. He gives guidance and chances. It only depends on our attitude. Allah 
has given the blessings. Whoever steps forward will take them. Those who don’t will 
remain deprived of them.  What is the end result of all these? They will have a painful 
torment.  

You may have noticed that the words about sight and hearing are repeatedly being 
mentioned. So we should use these faculties of ours in the correct manner.  

Sources of gaining guidance: 

In Surah Al-Fatihah, Allah mentions , what is it? It is Kalimah-e-Shukr. A word 
of gratitude. Where is the place of gratitude? The heart. Gratitude only comes from 
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the heart that is sensitive. , only a person whose heart is totally inclined to 
Allah will say that. Ibadah is worshipping. Who is worshipped? Whom one loves. 
Worshipping Allah is not done without loving him. Worshipping Allah without loving Him, 
is just passing the time. Only He can say in whose heart is Allah’s love. Who makes a 
dua? A person who has yearning in him. This person has an urge because without it no-
one can make a dua. 

For example, you ask for water. When? When you are thirsty. Otherwise if you are not 
thirsty and even if the water is in front of you, you will not drink it. 

What is involved in the dua?  

Ones heart is involved. 

When the book was revealed, on whom was it revealed?  

This book was revealed on the Prophet (SAW) but on his heart. It was revealed on the 
heart of the Prophet (SAW).  

Who does it guide?  

It guides the ones with a heart. 

Where is Taqwa? 

Taqwa is in the heart. It was said by the Prophet (SAW) very clearly, he pointed 
towards his heart and said “Taqwa is here, Taqwa is here, Taqwa is here.” 

The Prophet (SAW) said “Beware, there is a piece of flesh in the body, if it becomes 
good, meaning reformed, the whole body becomes good. But if it gets spoiled, the 
whole body gets spoiled. And that piece of flesh is the heart.” 

So our heart is necessary in order to learn and understand the book. The one who 
wants to learn and understand this book will leave everything else.   

For example: if you love someone, and they come to your house, you will leave all the 
work and go accompany that person. 
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Another example: Any food you like, you forget the rest of the food on the table and 
only eat the one that you like. 

Another example: Any TV programme you like, you will finish all your other work quickly 
and then sit and watch the program.  

So the work that we like we are willing to sacrifice things for it. So up until you give 
this book (The Quran) priority, you will not be able to understand it. You need to find 
its place in your heart.  

Think about this: We have all put the Quran high up in the shelf but then see how 
much hard work and how much we strive for out other subjects and compare it to how 
much we struggle for this book. 

Until our hearts are involved the state of Taqwa will not evolve in our heart. The heart 
in which Taqwa enters is a heart with interest, urge, a sensitive heart.  

What happened to the hearts of the non-believers? 

Allah put a seal on their hearts. 

Why? 

Because of their stubbornness. They had chances. The Truth came to them but they 
did not consider it of any importance. They mocked it.  

Allah mentions about the hearing and sight but for a متقي the heart is enough. 

Why? 

Because if the heart is awake then the eyes and ears also wake up. 

Then go back to Ayah 10 and see that for the hypocrites, there is a problem 
with their heart. They have a disease in their heart. So منافقق , كفرر ,متقي all have a problem 
with their heart. Its just that the condition of their heart varies.  

their hearts are diseased due to the desires of the soul. 

Then came the people who were hypocrites by faith. What happened to them? 
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 Deaf, dumb and blind. Their hearts are also closed. They are actually كفرر, 
but for some time, they show that they are with Islam. So they are in the state of

.  

Then the hypocrites by action. When Allah wanted to show them guidance, what did 
they do? 

They closed their ears. The ears are a way to reach to the heart. They closed that 
pathway. Then Allah says that if he willed he could have taken away their sight and 
their hearing.  

If someone tries reading the Quran and they will read about the hearing, sight 
and hearts again and again, they will think that it is only scattered. NO! There is a 
deep underlying meaning as to what the Quran is saying but obviously if don’t ponder on 
the Quran you will not understand what it is actually trying to say to you. 

Should we convey the message of this book to the hypocrites and the non-
believers? 

Yes you should. There will be some out of the group will accept immediately. 
They will see the truth, their hearts opened and they believed. Some out of the group 
will know that Islam is the true religion but they will ignore it anyway. Then there will 
be some who will by tongue say that it is true but then they say it is so difficult. and 
they think that ignoring it will be better for them.  

Whom Allah wills He gives guidance to.  

There are some people who understand it and then they deny it. It is very difficult to 
make that kind of person understand. He becomes victim of stubbornness.  

What happened when the Prophet (SAW) gave the teachings of Islam? 

- Majority of people converted to Islam.  
- Very few of these people did not accept.  
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Our mission is to keep conveying the message of Islam. There are some people whose 
hearts are not sealed by Allah, so they may believe your message. Some people take 
time to believe. But when they accept, they prove to be very good Muslims.  

 

 


