
                               Lessons from Surat al Baqarah  (Ayaat 1-7)

What are some of the virtues of Surah Al Baqarah?

  * Virtues of learning it...
“Learn Surat Al-Baqarah and Al `Imran because they are two lights and they shade 
their people on the Day of Resurrection, just as two clouds, two spaces of shade or 
two lines of (flying) birds.” [Ibn Majah, Muslim & Ahmad]

* Virtues of following it... 
“On the Day of Resurrection the Qur'an and its people who used to implement it will 
be brought forth, preceded by Surat Al-Baqarah and Al `Imran.” [Ahmad]

* Houses are protected. 
“Do not turn your houses into graves. Verily, Shaytan does not enter the house where 
Surat Al-Baqarah is recited.” [Ahmad, Muslim,Tirmidhi & An-Nasai]

* A Blessing.
“Learn Surat Al-Baqarah, because in learning it there is blessing, in ignoring it there is 
sorrow, and the sorceresses cannot memorize it.” [Ahmad]

* Memorizing it is a badge of honour.

• "The Messenger of Allah  sent an expedition force comprising of 
many men and asked each about what they memorized of the Quran. The 
Prophet  came to one of the youngest men among them and asked him, 
‘what have you memorized young man?' He  said, `I memorized such and 
such Surahs and also Al-Baqarah.' The Prophet  said, `You memorized 
Surat Al-Baqarah?' He said, `Yes.' The Prophet  said, `Then you are their 
commander.' [Tirmidhi, Nasai & Ibn Majah]

• During the battle of Hunayn, the Prophet  called out to his 
companions to move towards the front lines by referring to them as, ‘O 
companions of Surah Al Baqarah!’

Some Facts Regarding Surah Al Baqarah  

* One of the first surahs to be revealed
* Entirely revealed in Medina
* Includes a wide variety of news, narratives, commands & prohibitions
* Includes the last verse to be revealed of the Quran (2:281)
* Contains the most powerful revealed verse of the Quran i.e. Ayat Al-Kursi (2:255) 



Tafseer

 
 Ayah 1.
“Alif, Laam, Meem.” 

The chapter opens with these isolated letters known as Huroof al Muqattaat. No one 
knows the meanings of these letters as their wisdom is not revealed to us.

* A Miracle
These letters testify to the miraculous nature of the Quran.

 Ayah 2. 
“That is Book in which there is no Rayb, guidance for the Muttaqin”

The word ‘ذلك’ is translated as ‘that’ (instead of ‘this’). Grammatically and 
linguistically, ‘that’ implies the highness & exaltedness of something, thereby 
bestowing it with honour.  
For instance, when one points to the star, it is said: ‘That star…’ This is because the 
star is in a high position. The Book of Allah تعالى deserves all honour, and so to 
magnify its status ‘ذلك’ is used.
The Quran is referred to as  ُالْكِتَاب - ‘The’ book. This implies the uniqueness of 
its position. It is the one and only book of supreme importance.

* Free from Doubts (Rayb)
The arabic word َرَيْب means doubt (of small or inconsequential nature). Therefore, 
it means that Quran is so perfect that it is free from even the slightest doubts or 
suspicions. We believe in each and everything mentioned in the Quran. From the 
descriptions of Paradise and Hell to the stories of the past, the believers accept them 
with absolute certainty as being the Word of Allah تعالى.

* The Quran is a Guidance (Hidayah)

There are 2 types of Hidayah:

•  This refers to the guidance of acquiring the knowledge  :هداية البيان
only. That is, many people have the knowledge of the teachings of Islam, but 
they do not act upon this knowledge. 



•  This is a special kind of guidance as it reserved to :هداية التوفيق
those who act upon the knowledge they receive. Allah تعالى opens the hearts 
of such people and makes it easy for them to act upon the guidance - the 
Quran. Allah refers to this type of guidance in verse 2 of Surat al Baqarah.

 Complete Hidayah = Knowledge + Deeds (actions based on the knowledge 
acquired).

So for what type of people is the Quran a source of guidance?

* God-Conscious People (al Muttaqeen)

• Al-Muttaqeen- comes from the word'' it-ta- qa'', which translates as ''to 
guard, to protect''.

• Al-Muttaqeen are those who are protecting themselves from the wrath 
and anger of Allah تعالى.

•  Allah تعالى will only see the muttaqeen at places that are beloved to 
Him, and He will not see them at places, which are not pleasing to Him.

Who are the Muttaqeen?

Ayah 3. 

“Who believe in the unseen, establish prayer, and spend out of what We have  
provided for them,”

1. Believers of the Unseen

The root word, َيُؤْمِنُون stems from a word that means ‘to believe without proof’. 
Here it means to have complete faith in Allah’s Words تعالى. Therefore, this is a 
description of people who believe without questioning & without seeing the unseen. 
This belief includes faith in Allah تعالى, Angels, Books, Messengers, Paradise, Hell 
and the Day of Judgement.



2. Establishers of Prayers

They not just pray, but they offer prayers fulfilling all its physical & spiritual pillars 
with khushoo’a (concentration) within their appointed times.

3. Givers of Charity

They spend from the provisions (رزق) that they are given by Allah تعالى. They give 
to their families & to the poor in the form of zakat or sadaqa with sincerity. Whatever 
we have is Allah’s. Therefore, the ayat emphasises on not hording up wealth, but 
spending and using it to seek His Pleasure. Anything we spend for Allah تعالى is our 
investment for the Hereafter & whatever we horded will just pass on to our heirs 
(34:39). We are also taught to spend wisely and moderately (25:67).

 Ayah 4.

“And who have faith in what is revealed to you and in what was revealed before  
you, and in the Hereafter they are certain.”

4. Believers in the Revelations

This belief includes the news (akhbaar) from Allah تعالى, as well as the rules 
(ahkaam) of Allah تعالى. The believer accepts and acts upon this belief because he is 
certain of its source (i.e. Allah تعالى) and expects success in following its commands.

5. Believers in the Sunnah

The word, ‘َإِلَيْك’ translated as ‘to you’ refers to Prophet Muhammad . This 

means that we have to believe in everything that was revealed to the Prophet . Not 
only the Quran, but also the sunnah. We believe that the words and actions of the 

Prophet  were also revealed from Allah تعالى for our guidance.

6. Believers in the Message of the Previous Prophets

 refers to all the revelations of all the other rightly  وَمَآ أُنزِلَ مِن قَبْلِكَ

guided prophets of Allah تعالى who were sent before Prophet Mohammad . This 
belief is one of the six pillars of imaan. 



7. Believers in the Hereafter

This belief in the Hereafter includes accountability, Day of Judgement, existence of 
Paradise and Hell. They are absolutely certain in their belief and hence work towards 
their success in the Hereafter.

So what is the reward for being one of the Muttaqeen?

  

Ayah 5.

“Those are upon guidance from their Lord, and they are the successful.”

* Guidance

The description of the muttaqeen continues with ‘َأُوْلَـئِك’.  This Arabic term 
grammatically implies pointing to those who are far away. Thus, the meaning here is 
that these believers are high in rank and far away from other non-believing people.

Also, the term, ‘عَلَى هُدًى’ means ‘upon guidance’. The Arabic word ‘ala’ means 
‘on’. This gives the idea of being on something, like a horse - in the same way that 
you are trying to control it, to hold on to it and to use it. Being on something implies 
success & power. (Misguidance is always described with ‘fi’ meaning ‘in’ 
misguidance – submerged in it.)

* Guidance from Allah

“From their Lord”, ‘ْمِِن رَِبِِهِم’ clearly makes known that all guidance is from 
Allah تعالى alone. There is no other form of guidance. Al Rabb is one of the names 
and attributes of Allah تعالى and it covers the following meanings:

1.  He is the Obeyed Master – the One who has the full authority :  السيد المطاع
to give command. All of His creation is subdued to Him.

2. He is the Owner, the  Creator, the Provider, the Sustainer 
3. .He is the Reformer. He nurtures His slaves and raises them : المصلح

* They are the Successful Ones

 is translated as ‘successful’. This is the type of success that comes ”الْمُفْلِحُونَ“
after striving hard for it. It is like a reward for something one has worked for and 
earned.

 Traits of Believers
In total, we see 4 verses that describe the believers. All believers share these 
characteristics at different levels. Also, these levels can go up and down with 
increase/decrease in imaan.


