
 

 

LESSON 7 – Baqarah 26 – 29 

 

In the last lesson we talked about the miracle of the Quran and 

how the Arabs were unable to meet the challenge which the 

Quran put forth to them.  Allah said, bring forth one chapter like 

this Quran, if you doubt it then bring forth even one chapter like 

it.  And which was the chapter that was put forth in that 

challenge?  Al Kawthar, it is the shortest surah in the Quran.  

So when Allah challenged them he brought the shortest surah to 

challenge. 

 

The Arabs could not meet the challenge that Allah had set for 

them, it was impossible for them to do this, so because they 

could not meet the challenge of the Quran they tried to find other 

ways in which they could not accept what the Quran was saying, 

other excuses to not accept what was in the Quran.  One of the 

excuses they used was to say that the Quran mentions 

insignificant things or very small things.  This is one of the 

tactics they used so they would not have to accept what was in 

the Quran.  It was simply excuses, and it is in this context we are 

going to look at the next verses.  

 

Iban Abbas companion of the Prophet saw, he said about this 

ayet that when Allah made the two examples of what the 

hypocrites were liked, the people said,  Allah is to high and 

exalted to make metaphors, and then ayet 26 was revealed.  It 

was also said that when Allah revealed the ayet about the fly, the 

people said, do you see that Allah mentions flies and spiders in 

the Quran that he revealed upon Muhammed saw, how could he 

possible do that?  Thus this ayet was revealed. 

 

Bismilhi Rahmani Raheem 

 

26 



                          

                          

                             

          

Indeed, Allah is not timid he is not shy to present an example – 

that of a mosquito or what is smaller than it. And those who have 

believed know that it is the truth from their Lord. But as for 

those who disbelieve, they say, "What did Allah intend by this as 

an example?" He misleads many thereby and guides many 

thereby. And He misleads not except the defiantly disobedient. 

 

Allah has presented various different examples in the Quran to 

make people understand, and of these examples is the example of 

the fly and the spider.  There were some people when they 

approached the Quran they did not have the intention of seeking 

lessons from it, rather they wanted to find faults in the Quran. 

 

The verse begins          indeed Allah is not hesitant to 

present an example of a mosquito or       or what is even 

smaller than a mosquito, what is above a mosquito – there are 

two meanings to     :- 

 

(1) There is a parasite that lives on top of a mosquito, above it, 

it is not visible with the naked eye, this parasite it has a 



whole system, it is a very complex creation of Allah; it has a 

circulatory system, it has everything. 

 

(2)  Something bigger than it, like a fly. 

 

Allah is not hesitant to give these as an example. They use to 

worship idols, and Allah said to them, if a fly should steal away a 

little food they could not recover it from him, so reflect upon this 

these idols cannot do anything.   

 

The real intent and purpose of Allah given these examples is for 

us to take a lesson, to understand the concept and not focus on 

the mosquito or the fly or spider itself, rather to understand what 

Allah is telling us.  If a person understands the concept, and 

takes the lesson through a fly or a spider or mosquito, then these 

things are not small anymore because you are gaining a lesson 

through them.   

 

If we look at the mosquito, it may look small in size but it can 

make a person helpless, it is one of the deadliest creatures on 

this planet.  They might be small but we see their function is 

great.  We cannot comprehend its value or its system, the way it 

is created; no one can create like Allah or what is above it, the 

parasite. 

 

We learn that Allah was not shy to say the truth – so a person 

when he says the truth it shows us that this person has 

confidence because he knows what he is saying is the truth.  So 

we should not shy away from speaking the truth. 

 

What is the criteria to measure what you say is the truth? 

 

1. It should be based on knowledge. 

2. It should be truthful – it should not be something you heard 

from here or there. 

3. The intention behind what you are stating should be 

correct. 



4. The manner in which you say it should also be correct. 

 

 

And those who believe how do they take these examples?  

They know               they know it is the Haqq 

the truth from their Rabb.  They know the Quran is the truth 

from their Rabb, they know the example which is in the Quran is 

the truth from Allah; it shows the power of Allah.  The Ulamah of 

the past scholars use to cry if they did not understand something 

in the Quran, because it says only those with knowledge will 

understand the truth, so they would think that they were 

probably lacking in knowledge.  We learn that possessing 

knowledge is a great thing near Allah, it is not something small.  

The Angels prostrated to Adam because he possessed knowledge.  

But has time went by, as people started moving away from the 

deen, we see how the importance of acquiring knowledge was 

greatly reduced, the people went after worldly things. 

 

But what is the attitude of those who disbelieve?  The same 

example is presented in the Quran and we have two different 

reactions here.  Those who believe accept it; they say this is the 

truth, whereas those who disbelieve have a very different 

reaction. 

 

                Then they say what did Allah 

intend by this example.  So instead of looking at what is the 

example that Allah is giving, what Allah is explaining to us, they 

say why this has an example, instead of looking at what the 

example is teaching them, what is the purpose of giving that 

example, they question, they don’t have the knowledge or the 

understanding they say but why was this particular thing chosen 



to be given as an example.  Allah says        he 

misleads with it many, so many are mislead with this example.  If 

the verse says that Allah misleads, then how can it be the 

fault of people if they go astray?  Allah tells us in the same 

verse        and he does not mislead anybody with this 

example       except those who are defiantly disobedient.  

So those who themselves are disobedient to Allah, they are the 

ones who are mislead by these examples.  Allah does not mislead 

but those who disobey Allah, those who cross the limits, who are 

the    faseqeen?  They are those who cross the limits, the 

prohibitions that are set by Allah, they cross them, they believe 

from the heart but they do not obey in all matters.   

 

Allah says in the Quran in surah Asaf, so when they deviated, 

Allah deviated their hearts.  So it begins with the person, 

everybody has the choice, the free will to follow the guidance of 

Allah or to be disobedient.  

 

Those people who through out the ages truly feared Allah and 

truly loved Allah and wanted to understand the Quran, whenever 

there was an example in the Quran that they would not 

understand they would make a lot of dua, they would be very 

distressed, because they wanted to understand what the Quran 

was telling them.  So they were not just concerned that they did 

not understand something, it would distress them, they would 

make dua, they would pray salah, because they knew that those 

who did not understand the examples of the Quran  were people 

like the faseqeen. 

 



So anyone who says – so why is this particular thing in the 

Quran, why does it say that – they should question themself, and 

ask themself and not question the Quranic examples. 

 

Allah says about the believers in surah Muhammed 17, - and 

those who are guided, he increases them in guidance and he 

gives them righteousness.  So those who already have a disease a 

bad way of thinking it increases their misguidance they go 

further and further in their misguidance, whereas those who 

have guidance he increases them in that guidance. 

 

How should our attitude be towards the Quran? The more 

honest we are with the Quran and the more we desire to learn 

the Quran, the more Allah will give you of it.  When you are very 

determined to do something and there is an obstacle in your 

way what happens?  You cross the obstacle because you are 

determined, and if you don’t then that is proof that you are not 

determined otherwise you would find a way to overcome it.  So 

those who are determined in their heart and sincere in their 

heart and desire to understand, Allah gives them the 

understanding.   

 

Those who do not desire to understand, they don’t have that 

determination, and sincerity -  Allah says about them in Surah 

Fusilat 17 – Allah mentions the nation of Thamud and he uses 

them as an example – as for Thamud, we guided them, but they 

preferred blindness over guidance.   

 

In surah al Fathia we looked at those who Allah favoured, those 

upon Allahs wrath and we looked at Adaleen, those who were 

astray. Those who were astray who had not heard about the 

Quran or message they wanted to remain astray, they preferred 

not to know, they did not make the effort to learn, they wanted to 

remain in this ignorance, without the knowledge and they 

thought that this would be an excuse “I did not know” so I cant 

be accountable.  But this is not an excuse.   

 



To gain the guidance that Allah gives us four things are 

necessary. 

 

1. To have a strong connection with the Quran and the 

Sunnah of the Prophet (saw), because the Prophet (saw 

)said, O people I leave behind me two things the Quran and 

my example, the sunnah, if you follow these, you will never 

go astray. 

 

2. To reflect upon the signs of Allah in his creation.  This is 

a form of  worship, the stars, the sky’s, the universe – Allah 

is the rabb of all the worlds and to simply ponder & reflect 

is worship and another way to gain guidance. 

 

3. To make a lot of dua. 

 

4. To keep company with the good people.  In particular to 

attend the gatherings of knowledge wherever they may be, 

your eman will increase with good righteous people around 

you.. 

 

Who are     what are their traits? How can we recognise 

them?  Allah says in the next verse. 
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Who break the covenant of Allah after contracting it and sever 

that which Allah has ordered to be joined and cause corruption 

on earth. It is those who are the losers. 



 

The first quality we see of the faseqeen, they break the covenant 

of Allah after contracting it.  Allah says           the 

covenant of Allah.  A covenant, a pledge, a promise, a bond, they 

break that.  So they break the bond that was made with Allah 

and the promises they make in the name of Allah. 

 

                 And they sever that which Allah 

has ordered to be joined.  They sever, they cut     what 

Allah has commanded, has ordered that should be joined. 

 

The third trait of al faseqeen            and they 

create corruption on the earth          it is those 

who are the losers.   

 

If we look at the first quality of the fasaqeen  

          they break the covenant of Allah 

        After having contracted it, after having made it 

firm.  If it is Allah that has created us, then it is only natural that 

we have a bond with Allah as he is our creator.  It’s not the case 

that Allah created us and then that’s it, as left us freely to 

wander about the earth and have no connection with us.  It is 

only natural that if Allah created us, then we have a bond with 

that creator.  And whoever disassociates himself from the bond 



with Allah, then he is breaking the covenant.  Whoever 

disassociates himself, ignores, disregards, does not follow the 

commands of Allah then he is breaking the covenant with Allah. 

 

The Fitra - In Surah Araf V172, Allah mentions when the sprits of 

all of mankind were gathered on the valley of Ales.  At that time 

all of the spirits of mankind were there, at that time Allah 

questioned all the sprits of mankind, Allah said – Am I not your 

Rabb, and every single spirit answered on that day Bala – You 

are.  They confirmed to Allah that indeed you are our Lord.  So 

we have all, every spirit has made this covenant, and said to 

Allah, yes.  And this is the covenant that is made with Allah.  And 

to break this covenant, after having said yes, and accepted Allah 

as the Rabb, to break it, is what Allah says        . 

They break the covenant of Allah      after having 

contracted it.  What does   mean?  To tie something firmly, 

to make it firm, tight.  So the covenant was made, and then it 

was made stronger, more firm.  This refers to those believers who 

say la ilaha ila la, there is no God but Allah.  They have further 

tightened the covenant by saying la ilaha ila la, they have 

confirmed again the covenant that they made, they have 

confirmed it.  So all of mankind accepted that Allah is the Rabb 

then people came to the earth, people lived upon the earth, and 

as time passed people forgot, they forgot the covenant they had 

made with Allah that la ilaha ila la that he is the Rabb.  Allah 

sent Prophets, Messengers to earth.  Why did Allah send the 

Prophets and the Messengers?  To remind them of the covenant 

that they had made with their Creator.  So the Prophets came 

and they reminded people, and people accepted  and those that 

accepted, confirmed      they confirmed, and they 



made firm that covenant once more.  But there were some who 

after they confirmed they fall back into heedlessness, they fall 

back into forgetfulness.  When it becomes difficult to follow those 

commands, difficult to follow the revelations, they stop; and when 

it becomes dark they stand still.  When it becomes difficult for 

them to follow something, they don’t.   

 

We are programmed to recognise Allah from the signs in his 

creation that there is a being greater than ourselves; but some 

people they don’t listen to that programming, they try and 

squash it, they try and ignore, deny or some accept 

 

If we follow our own heart, or our own desires, then what are we 

doing?  We are breaking the covenant or it’s a breach of the 

covenant, because we said la ilaha ila la, that we will believe in 

no deity accept Allah, which means that we accept his 

commands, we accept his revelations, we accept his orders, we 

will not break the covenant that we have made with him; but to 

follow our own desires, to do what we want, to say what we want 

to say, to behave in the way we want to behave, to disregard 

means a breach of the covenant.   

 

The second quality of the fasiqeen            

     they cut that which Allah has ordered to be joined.  

    means to join together so there is no gap.  What is it that 

Allah has commanded to be joined?  

 

The first is to be joined with Allah, to connect with Allah.  How 

do we connect with Allah?  We follow his commandments.  The 

salah, what is the prayer?  It is the connection with Allah, 5 

times a day we reconnect, what is fasting?  Fasting is for Allah, 



this also connects us with Allah.  What is the Hajj?  Pilgrimage, 

ritual, something that connects us to Allah; and all of the other 

things in Islam that connect us to Allah - All of these things that 

connect us to Allah, they cut these connections.  They don’t pray, 

they don’t fast and 

 

secondly; Allah commanded that we join the ties of relations and 

also the ties with humanity.  So we think not just of ourselves, 

not just what makes me happy, what pleases me, how do I feel, 

what is the best thing for me, but we also think of others.  We 

think of our families, we think of our extended family, we think of 

the neighbours, we think of the orphans, we think of the poor, we 

think of all of humanity.  These are what Allah commands us to 

join. 

 

 

Those who do not join these ties.  What happens to those who 

do not join ties in their family, or with their neighbours, or 

with the poor or with people around us, what does this cause 

in society?  It causes chaos in society. 

 

The third quality of the fasiqeen Allah mentions      

      and they cause corruption in the earth.  But they 

would cause corruption because  they break the covenant; they 

cut what Allah has commanded, and this causes the corruption, 

this causes chaos, they cause mischief between others as well, 

their attitude has an effect not just upon themselves but those 

around them also.  They try to stop others from doing good, if 

they have not connected with Allah, would they be happy to see 

others connect with Allah? No, so they create mischief, 

corruption and stop others from doing good also. 

 



They may say things like, you’re spending that much time just to 

learn about the Quran, but you’re a Muslim, you believe in Allah, 

you fast, you pray, is it necessary to go through the whole 

Quran?  So not just themselves they don’t do good but anything 

that stops another person from doing good, they try to create 

mischief. 

 

What is the ultimate end of such people? 

           It is those who are the losers.  Contrast 

this to who?  To the al muflihoon, the successful ones, the 

mutaqeen were successful, complete success, no loss and the 

faseqeen who cross the limits they are    the losers, 

complete loss.  In Surah Arad V25 Allah says for those who break 

the covenant of Allah after contracting it, and sever that which 

Allah has commanded to be joined and spread corruption on 

earth for them is the curse and they will have the worse home.  

In surah Muhammed V22&23 – Allah says, so would you, 

perhaps if you turned away cause corruption on earth, and sever 

your ties of relationships, those who do so are the ones that Allah 

has cursed.  So he deafened them and blinded their vision – in 

both these verses you will notice Allah mentions that he has 

cursed these people who sever the ties like this. 

 

So there are two types of fasaad  

 

1. Tangible – what you can see, what you can feel, meaning 

when they spread fasaad, you see it on the earth itself, 

waste of recourses, genetically modified food, etc, all going 

against nature. 

 

2. Intangible – that which we cannot see and touch, meaning 

corruption in behaviour, the effects of spreading mischief 

amongst people etc. 



 

          Those are the losers. 

The real loss    is the loss in the hereafter and real 

success     is success in the hereafter.  

 

The disbeleivers:- 

-One who objects to the Quran, in particular to the Quranic 

examples – why the mosquito! 

-They try to find excuses to not believe and 

-cut ties with people,  

-do not do good themselves, 

-spread mischief themselves, and 

-do not want others to do good 

If we look in particular at the quality of the    they cut what 

Allah has commanded to be joined.  So what Allah commanded 

and in particular cutting relations.  In Islam it is strongly 

emphasised the importance of keeping good relations with family 

and joining ties and the Prophet saw emphasises this a lot to the 

extent that when the Prophet (saw) came to Madina, Abudulla bin 

Salaam says that the first thing that he heard the Prophet (saw) 

say was spread the salaam, feed the poor, pray at night while 

others sleep and join ties with the relations.  The Prophet (saw) 

explained what is meant to join ties with relations.  He said that 

joining relations is not in exchange for anything, but the one who 

truly joins relations is one who joins whilst others have severed 

relations with him. 

 

 



The Prophet () also said whosoever keeps good relationships with 

his family, close relatives; Allah will keep close relations with 

him.  And whosoever breaks the ties then Allah too will break the 

relation with him. 

 

From our relations who are the people who deserve the best and 

most from us?  Our parents.  Allah says in the Quran and with 

the parents we have to do utmost good hisan, and after parents, 

brothers and sisters, then uncle and aunties on both sides and 

so on as the family goes on.  In approximately 11 places in the 

Quran Allah has mentioned the rights of families and relatives. 

 

Ultimately it is for our own good if we are good to our families 

and relations; we gain not just in this life but also in the 

hereafter.  How can we be good with our families?  How can 

we keep good ties? 

 

Share the knowledge with others 

Practice calling once a day or once a week  

Spending on them – a gift, a smile, taking care of them. 

We could visit them 

Give something of our time to them 

 

Alwasil is the one who connects ties and puts in the effort to join 

the ties even though their relatives are the ones who are pulling 

away and not keeping good relations.   

 

In the next verse Allah questions. 
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How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He 

brought you to life; then He will cause you to die, then He will 

bring you back to life, and then to Him you will be returned. 

 

Allah questions here, how? How can you disbelieve?  And this is 

an incredulous question,           that how is it 

possible that you can disbelieve.        When you were 

dead      and he gave you life, and then again death and 

life          death and life, death and life.   

     the first death that is mentioned in this verse, 

before we existed we were nothing, so it was like death, we did 

not exist and Allah gave us life, we were born into this world and 

that was Allah who gave us life.  And then  

    Allah will cause us to die once more in this world 

   And after that death there will be life once more, and 

this is to be raised in the hereafter, the resurrection on the day of 

judgement.  And what will happen at that time?  

         then to him you will be returned.  So it is not 

just   not just that we will be brought back to life, but we 

will return to Allah for accountability, for questioning. 
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It is He who created for you all of that which is on the earth. 

Then He directed Himself to the heaven, His being above all 

creation, and made them seven heavens, and He is Knowing of all 

things. 

 

He is the one that has created all that is in the heavens all that is 

in the earth, Allah says              everything 

that we eat, that we drink, that we see, that we benefit from, 

everything was made for us             and then he 

directed himself to the heavens, then he made the sky, so the 

heavens, the sky and the earth.  Just as life and death are given 

here together, the sky and the earth.  We could not have the 

earth without the sky, we could not be able to live on this earth 

without the sky.  The sky sends down rain, it’s a protection for 

us. 

 

  and he fashioned them, he perfected them, he crafted the 

heavens.      not just one, but seven, again beyond our 

imagination.  What does it mean    ? 



Not just to make something but to then fashion it, to make it 

beautiful, to craft it, to beautify it, to place in it all that is needed.  

So Allah created and then fashioned, crafted all seven heavens 

       And he is knowing of all things.  What is  ? 

He knows all things, Allah knows what is in every corner of the 

seven heavens, and he knows what is in the deepest recesses of 

our heart, he knows what we say, he knows our expression, he 

knows what we are thinking, what we are feeling, what our 

intentions are, everything about what we say, what we do, Allah 

knows.  And he knows everything in the seven heavens.  And if 

he is  the one who knows all, then his example are the perfect 

examples to put forth.  Then how can we find fault with any 

examples that he gives?  How can we question why this in the 

Quran? When he is . 

Allah says in surah Al Nam V59 and with him are the keys of the 

unseen, none knows except him, and he knows what is on the 

land and in the sea, not a leaf falls but he knows it, and no grain 

is there within the darkness of the earth, and no moist or dry 

thing but that it is written in a clear record.  Nothing is unknown 

to Allah, he is . 

Our knowledge is limited, Allah says and Allah knows and you do 

not know – our knowledge is limited we do not question the 

examples Allah gives; we do not question what is in the Quran.  

We can question to the extent of understanding, but has it says 

from verse 26 the faseqeen they questioned why, why these 

examples?  But if Allah is  if he is Rabil Alameen, then he is 

the one who knows, who decides and who chooses the perfect 

examples to give to us. 



 

 


