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LESSON 5  BAQARAH 17 -20 

 

One of the motives of the Quran is that Allah teaches us through 

parables and examples so a man can understand better. 
 

Two Examples are given to explain - Two types of Hypocrisy  
 

First Example: Hypocrisy in Aqeeda, Complete Hypocrites, First 

Group in Ayets 17 & 18 
 

Second Example: Hypocrisy in Deeds/Actions, Second Group in 

Ayets 19 & 20 
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The first example. 

                     

                       

Their example is that of one who kindled a fire, but when it 

illuminated what was around him, Allah took away their light 

and left them in darkness so they could not see. 

  their example Allah says is like the example       

  of a person who lit a fire.  This is referring to the Prophet  صلى

   اهلل عليه وسلم
The people in Medina were living in shirk, shirk is polytheism, 

the worship of more than one God and the Prophet صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
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Came and he enlightened them, he brought with him the 

revelation the wahy, the light of Islam, so truth and falsehood 

were clearly seen, the difference between right and wrong was 

clear so the example  

         there was darkness, the Prophet came and 

brought with him the light of Islam for those that asked for the 

light, the hypocrites requested for the light and it was lit and they 

showed interest in Islam, they expressed their desire to learn the 

deen         and when it, Islam brought light to 

everything that was around them the Prophet         

Allah took away their light,  Who’s light? The light of the 

hypocrites.  Externally the light      is there, but nur refers to the 

internal light of the heart, internally Allah took away there ability 

to see the light, the light from their hearts.          and 

left them in darknesses     they could not see. 

 

The blindness that is referred to in the Quran is blindness of the 

heart; that Allah takes away the light from the heart from the 

hypocrites so they can no longer see and recognise the truth.  So 

the light of Islam was still in society.  The Prophet, the light that 

he brought was still there, but their hearts could no longer see, 

they lost the ability to see. 

 

Why did the hypocrites choose to remain in darkness?  Why 

were they still not understanding the message of Islam?  

Why were they not benefiting from the gatherings of the 
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Prophet?  Because they believed and then they disbelieved, so 

their hearts were sealed over so they do not understand.   

 

Every person who sees the truth right in front of him and then he 

rejects it, he is so engrossed in the life of this world, he falls prey 

to his ego, out of arrogance he rejects the truth,  Allah will take 

the blessing away from him. 

 

Doubts they darken a persons heart, when a person has doubts 

and suspicions  

Shubahat – Doubts  

Shahawat – Desires – love of dunya 

 

These two things make your heart darken the light of iman is 

taken away.  They were the ones who deviated first they were so 

engrossed, attached to this life they did not want to accept the 

truth 

 

To see something you need two types of light. 

1. You need to have the vision in your own eyes 

2. There needs to be light around you. 

You need the internal vision and you need light around you.  If 

we look again at the verse Allah says the example is like that of 

one who kindled the fire.  The Prophet brought the light and 

when everything was illuminated with the light of Islam the 

hypocrites        he took away their internal light and 

their ability to perceive and recognise the truth.  And he left them 

  in darkness’s.  Which kind of darkness’s are being 

referred to here?  The darkness’s of shirk, kufur, of hypocrisy.  

What caused the internal light to go?       Allah took 

away their noor, their internal light.  What caused the internal 



4 

 

light their noor to go? The sins that people commit.  Allah says 

in the Quran and when they deviated, Allah deviated their hearts.  

So their own deviation, their own sins caused them to loose the 

light in their own hearts.  And what were the sins that made 

the light go? Their own prejudices, their own desires, their own 

love of the dunya of the world, their own egos, their love for 

themselves.  These were all things that caused the hypocrites to 

loose the internal light, to loose the ability to see the truth. 

 

So their ego's, they became barriers in accepting and seeing the 

truth and that is why the internal light is taken away.  And that 

is why Allah says        in their hearts there is a disease 

which is hypocrisy.  

 

What is the state of such people? Allah says. 
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Deaf, dumb and blind they have ears but they do not listen to the 

truth they have mouths but the do not speak the truth and they 

have eyes but they do not see the truth or recognise the truth – 

so they will not return to the right path.  Allah gave them 

guidance and a book to read and listen but they did not pay 

attention so Allah took away from them this light so every time 

we have a chance to get guidance and to increase our iman we 

should take the opportunity because we don’t know what will 

happen tomorrow, and we should do so whole heartedly have 

sincere intention and grasp what you can absorb with full 

attention, it is not an easy way, Jannah is surrounded by 

disliked things. But whoever searches for a path of knowledge 

Allah will make it easy for him so we should never loose hope 

Allah will make it easy but Allah wants to see your effort.  
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Such people are they physically deaf?  No, are they 

physically blind? No,  it is as if their ears are blocked,  we read 

about the seal that comes in on the ears, and if you are deaf you 

cannot speak   and they are blind, again this is not a 

physical blindness, but the blindness is one where they cannot 

see the light, they cannot see the truth.  And      it is 

very, very unlikely that they will return from where they are.   

And where is it that they are?  They are lost in hypocrisy, in 

their disbelief, with their egos it is unlikely, very unlikely that 

they will return from this state to Islam, to the truth.  Allah gave 

them the recognition to the truth, Allah sent to them a Messenger 

and revelation, and he gave them the chance to accept that truth.  

So it’s not like they immediately became deaf, dumb and blind, 

they were given the chance, they were given the Messenger, they 

were given the revelation, they were given hearts with which they 

could understand.  But they chose to allow their egos, their 

desires, their love of dunya to come in the way, and this caused 

the light to leave them, so they are in a position where they are 

very unlikely to come back now.  

 

Allah says in the Quran, if you fear Allah he will grant you a 

criterion.  Furqan is the word for criterion.  What is criterion? 

The ability to see what is right and what is wrong, but the 

condition is, if you fear Allah, if you have taqwa of Allah, you will 

be able to see what is right and what is wrong.  And the 

hypocrites because their hearts is diseased they can no longer 

see this. 

 

The second example of the hypocrites are of those hypocrites who 

are hypocritical in action the Amalee Hypocrite,- Amalee Nifaq.  

And these are hypocrites who are indecisive; they can’t make up 
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their minds.  Their hearts do accept Islam but they don’t always 

confirm that in their actions.  So their neither here nor there.  So 

they sometimes know the truth but are in doubt about it, they 

sometimes implement and sometimes they don’t, we see this in 

the history of Islam that some hypocrites did become true 

believers, they did come back to Islam. 

 

There may be traces of hypocrisy in everyone, so we should all 

check our selves - Hadith of the Prophet (saw) said there are 3 

signs of a hypocrite, he lies when he speaks, when he has a trust 

he betrays it, when he makes a promise he breaks it.  These are 

some of the signs of hypocrisy. What should a person do?  He 

should turn to Allah; he should repent to Allah and always check 

his heart constantly.   
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Or it is like a rainstorm from the sky within which is darkness, 

thunder and lightning. They put their fingers in their ears against 

the thunderclaps in dread of death. But Allah is encompassing of 

the disbelievers. 

 

The example Allah gives here  a downpour, what kind of 

rain is   ? the meaning is a downpour, a heavy rain, a 

thunderstorm.  There is a thunderstorm       rain pouring 
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heavily from the sky.  In Hadeeth we learn that Wahy, revelation 

and knowledge have been compared to rain, just as rain comes 

from the sky so revelation comes from the heavens, so you can 

see the metaphor why the example is there.  Just as rain falls 

from the sky, revelations comes from the heavens.  When the 

Prophet came from Madina there were many, many 

commandments that were revealed very quickly, so there was 

much revelation at that time and in particular there were many 

many commandments that were coming.  So there is a 

downpour     in it are darkness’s.  What happens when 

there is a thunderstorm and there is heavy rain,  , what 

happens to the sky? It becomes dark.  We have blue sky then 

suddenly a thunderstorm, first the sky becomes dark and then 

the rain pours down.  When you have heavy rain the sky 

becomes dark.  What is the     what is it referring to?  The 

difficulties the believers were facing, the trials they were going 

through.  And it was something natural, because there were 

commandments that were coming and it was at times difficult for 

the believers, they were being tried, they were being tested.  

When an ayet came down, the disbelievers they thought the ayets 

were about them and there plots and plans would be revealed,  

they did not want to listen to the Quran for them they were 

scared of it the Quran was like lightning for them.  Especially the 

commands of Jihad, they were so afraid that they would be asked 

to go in the way of Allah, to leave their houses and sacrifice their 

lives, so they took it has if it was like lightning, they became very 

intense and jumpy, like they were going to be found out. 
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    and thunder, thunderbolts.  Thunderbolts can be 

compared to the warnings that Allah sent, the verses which warn, 

it warns that if you do this then this is the punishment, if you do 

not follow this, you will be questioned about it. What happens 

when you hear a thunderbolt?  Nobody sits calmly and still, 

you are shaken, you move, maybe you stand up but definitely 

there is a sense of fear.     and lightning.  So there is thunder 

and there is also lightning.  And the light symbolises the 

successes that the Muslims had and hope.  The believers had 

hope in between the difficulties and the tests and the trials they 

had hope.  For example, it was a very difficult time for the 

believers but winning the battle of Bader was hope for the 

believers.  There was a success and hope for the future.  When 

lightning suddenly strikes everything becomes clear you can see 

all around you and then suddenly there is darkness again.  So 

the lightning was the hope for the believers and the success.  

What did the hypocrites do at this time?   

            they put their fingers in their ears, they 

blocked their ears.  Rather than listen, rather than hear the 

revelation, rather than go through the difficult times and hear the 

revelation, they blocked their ears.  Why? 

Because they did not want to follow those commands, they found 

those commands difficult to follow and they did not want to 

follow them so they blocked their ears.  And Allah says 

                    they put their 

fingers in their ears against the thunderbolts in dread of death.  

By them putting their fingers in their ears, is this going to 
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save them in anyway?  Allah says no        Allah is 

encompassing of the disbelievers   means to encircle 

something, Allah has control over them, he encircles them and he 

knows everything about them.  If you hear a loud noise and you 

just cover your ears does that mean that that danger is 

gone?  The hypocrites, they think that if they block their ears, if 

they close their eyes, if they disregard, if they don’t listen, then 

they won’t be in danger from the commandments that are coming 

but we can see that Allah says it is quite the contrary   

       he encircles, he controls, he knows the 

disbelievers.   

 

 

 The example goes on. 
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The lightning almost snatches away their sight. Every time it 

lights the way for them, they walk therein; but when darkness 

comes over them, they stand still. And if Allah had willed, He 

could have taken away their hearing and their sight. Indeed, 

Allah is over all things competent. 
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It is as if the lightning would almost snatch away their 

sight    this is the word for to snatch, when you snatch 

something suddenly.  Whenever the lightning brings some light  

      whenever the lightning brings illumination   they 

walk in it.  We said lightning was hope, success for the believers.  

So whenever there is a time of hope for the believers, a time of 

success they join in      they walk in it.    What does to 

walk in something mean?  To go forward in something.  So they 

would go forward and they would say, we are with you, with the 

believers, when they saw it was a benefit for them, but in reality 

they are not with the believers because internally it is something 

different, and they are showing something else on the outside. 

And the lightning Allah says it is as if it is going to snatch their 

sight away.  Why is it as if it is like the lighting is going to 

almost snatch their sight away? Because when the believers go 

through a time of success, a time of hope, a good time they 

cannot bear to see this because they are jealous.  So Allah 

revealed their condition – we see the way Allah reveals – it is as if 

the lightning will snatch away their sight.  It does not literally 

snatch it away, but the success the flash the hope and they can’t 

bear to see it.  They can’t bear to see the success of the Muslims 

but because internally they are different, externally they have to 

show that they are with the Muslims.  So when the light comes, 

the success     they walk with the believers.  They make 

out, they behave as if they are with the believers.          
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but when it is dark, ie when the difficult times start, when the 

commands come, when the Muslims are tested, when there are 

trials, when they have to fight in battles, at those moments  

they stand still, they don’t want to get involved, they don’t want 

to take part, they do not want to sacrifice with the believers.  

Remember one of the qualities of the hypocrites, when they are 

told to believe they say should we believe like the    the 

foolish.  So the sacrifices the believers had to make, the 

commands that were sent down, the sacrifice of their lives, of 

their wealth, of their children, of their time, of their energies  

they stand still.  They don’t want to be involved in these sacrifices 

and the difficult times.   

And Allah says      if Allah wanted        he 

could have taken away their hearing     and he could have 

taken away their sight, because he is          

    
Indeed Allah is over all things competent.  So Allah gives them a 

chance.  They have a chance because Allah says   and if Allah 

wanted, meaning he has given them a chance.  If they come back, 

if they return, if they believe, if they accept the truth, then they 

will be accepted again.  We can see that in this example, 

something that comes across about the hypocrites that we see 

before us is that they are selective.  They are selective in the 
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deen, when things are good they go forward, when things are 

difficult to follow they step back, they don’t want to do those 

things, they don’t want to sacrifice.  And what is it that they 

don’t want to sacrifice?  Their own tastes, and culture and way 

of living and lifestyle.  These are things they find difficult to 

sacrifice or their own egos their own prejudices. 

 

So in conclusion we can see that the qualities of the hypocrites 

are described to us in two examples. In Ayet 17 and 18 is one 

example.   

 

The first – the hypocrites who are complete hypocrites, internally, 

externally, in every way they show their hypocrisy.  They speak 

as if they are Muslims but inside they are completely against 

Islam. Hypocrites in Aqeeda. 

 

The second –  Ayet 19& 20 Where Allah describes the rainfall the 

rain, the storm are those hypocrites who when things are good 

they go with Islam, when things are not good, when they find the 

commands difficult, when they don’t want to sacrifice then they 

step back, they’re selective.  And these are the ones who still 

have a chance to come back. Hypocrite in deeds.   

 

 

 
 

 
 


