
 

 

 

 

Bismilhi Rahmani Raheem 

Lesson 4  Baqarah 8-16 

 

In surtal Fatiah we learned about  three types of people in this 

world, the first The Mutaqeen, those who are conscious of Allah.  

And Allah describes them         

     those are the ones who are upon guidance 

from their Rabb and those are the successful ones, the mutaqeen 

and we know the qualities of those people.  We see that four ayet 

were revealed about this first group. 

 

The second group, the Kufar the disbelievers.      

Those who deny, cover the truth. They earned Allah wrath, What 

does Allah say about them     Allah has sealed their hearts 
and their hearing.  And it is the same when you speak to them, it 

is the same whether you warn them or do not warn them, they 

are not going to listen.  Two ayets were revealed about them. 

 
Those who went astray.    and nor were they guided.

These people were lost they went astray. 13 ayets are revealed about 

this third group. 

 

The first group are the true believers the mutaqeen 

The second group are the outright deniers the kufar 

The third group are those who are in the middle – these people 

are called the hypocrites. 
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And of the people are some who say, "We believe in Allah and the 

Last Day," but they are not believers.  
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And of the people are some who say, "We believe in Allah and the 

Last Day," but they are not believers.  

 
   notice here the indication is general, it does not say 

mutaqeen, or kufar, but it says of the people a general statement 

 

Allah says from among some of the people there are some who 

say we believe in Allah and the last day, but Allah disqualifies 

their iman.  He does not accept their iman.  He says     

 but they are not really believers.  Why are they not 

believers? 

 

Because they do not mean what they are saying.  They say it but 

they do not mean it.  The iman, the belief is not in their hearts, it 

is something they are just saying verbally with their tongues.  We 

learn that just verbal statements will not suffice. Why were 

these people like this? They think that people do not know 

what is in their hearts, so it’s okay to praise them, look into their 

face and say that we believe and at heart we don’t have these 

feelings; but they forget there is a higher being.  Allah says in the 

Quran whether you conceal what is in your breast or reveal it 

Allah knows it and he knows what is hidden in the earth (Imran 

29) 
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They think to deceive Allah and those who believe, but they 

deceive not except themselves and perceive it not. 

     They deceive, they think to deceive Allah, they think 

to deceive the believers, but Allah says they deceive none but 

themselves    it means to hide the truth, to not show 

the reality as it is, to deceive.  And the deception of the hypocrites 

is that there is something different in their hearts as they are 

saying something else with their tongs and this is the deception 

of the hypocrites.  And Allah says about them    they 

perceive it not.  So they don’t perceive that they are only 

deceiving themselves.     This means to have a deep 

insight, to understand the subtlety of something, to deeply 

understand something.  They don’t have a deep perception, they 

don’t have the deep insight, and they don’t realize that they are 

only deceiving themselves. 

The background to these ayet – The Prophet saw was in Macca 

for 13 years and he was giving dawa calling the people to Islam.  

In Macca the Muslims did not have that power; they were the 

minority in Mecca, a few believers and the majority 

were disbelievers, so their were only two groups, either a 

person was a believer or a disbeliever, there was no third group.  

When the Prophet saw went to Madina, after the battle of Bader, 

after the Muslims gained war booty, after the Muslims started to 

gain power and authority, the hypocrites emerged.  They said to 
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themselves if we do not join the Muslims our property, our 

status, our wealth will be in danger so they proclaimed Islam.  

They wanted the glory that Islam had, they had a desire in their 

hearts for this life and the worldly luxury, so they said to the 

Muslims we believe in you but at heart they were disbelievers.   

We find these type of people in every era, people who say they 

believe they say we are with the Muslims but at heart they want 

to cut off its roots.  And here Allah is telling the believers to have 

caution, to be alert, to be on guard.  
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In their hearts is disease, so Allah has increased their disease; 

and for them is a painful punishment because they habitually 

used to lie. 

     there is a disease in their hearts.  They suffer from 

a disease. What kind of a disease is    ? A disease that can 

be spiritual, mental or physical but here Allah is referring to a 

spiritual disease, a disease of hypocrisy, of doubt, suspicion.   

 



                

   

 

There are two things – if these two things comes into a persons 

heart they extinguish the light of Iman they are doubt and 

desires.  They have a love for this world and doubt about the 

deen, so Allah has increased this disease which is in their hearts, 

because they did not try to cure it. 

 

If a person has a disease they try to cure it.  If you have cancer 

you seek help.  If you don’t then you will die. So similarly they 

have a disease but they do not try to seek a cure so Allah 

increased it. 

 

If a person has in their hearts doubt, doubt about the deen, 

about Allah, about the Quran then how can that person cure 

this disease, how can a person find a solution?   The cure is to 

seek knowledge and when a person starts to establish knowledge, 

knowledge with conviction, this doubt is removed from his heart. 

 

And in the hereafter Allah says they will suffer from an even more 

severe punishment.  Allah says in the Quran, indeed the 

hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the hellfire.  Allah says   

    so Allah has increased their disease    

       and for them is a painful punishment 

because they use to lie.   Means to knowingly give false 

information, to say something contrary to reality, this is what a 

lie is.  And again if they live their lives based upon lies and their 

thoughts are based upon lies and their actins are based upon lies 

then how can they be in inner peace, how can they then have 

comfort and peace.  

 

The Prophet (saw) has said, there are three signs of a hypocrite 

1. Whenever he speaks he tells a lie – lying is a major sin 

which we should avoid, even in jokes.  Allah says in the 

Quran he does not guide a transgressor or a liar. 

2. When he makes a promise he breaks it. 

3. When he is trusted he betrays that trust. 

 





 

The Prophet (saw) was asked can a believer be a coward?  The 

Prophet (saw) said yes he can, then he was asked can a believer be 

a miser? The prophet (saw) said yes, then he was asked can a 

believer be a liar?  The Prophet (saw) said NO – we see that lies 

and iman cannot come in the same heart.  

 

There are different types of lies 

 

False promises – when a person says he will do something and 

intentionally he goes against his word. 

False praises – this is another type of lie – in your heart you have 

no love or respect for the person, but at that persons face you say 

Sarcasm - if it is too much is also considered a form of lie 
 

Even if a person is fasting and praying and doing good deeds, but 

he is lying to the people, he as this attitude then he has a sign of 

hypocrisy in him. 

 

Lying is the root of all evil, because when you lie once it leads to 

other lies and you don’t stop, and the habit of the hypocrites was 

they lied often. 

 

And because their lives are based upon lies that is why they 

cause mischief and they cause chaos upon the earth.    

And that is why in the next verse Allah says 

 

11 

                 

And when it is said to them, "Do not cause corruption on the 

earth," they say, "We are but reformers." 

When it is said to them don’t cause mischief how do they 

respond?    but we are reforming, we are 



 

           

  

  

peacemakers    the meaning is reforming to make 

peace.  So they are told, don’t cause chaos, don’t cause 

corruption, but they respond by saying we are peacemakers. This 

is another lie.  In reality they are doing the exact opposite, they 

are causing corruption, they are causing chaos in society with 

their lies and again they are falling prey to self deception; they 

cannot see the reality of what they are doing and that is because 

there is a barrier that has come up they cannot see the reality of 

their own deeds.  Fasaad means corrupt, bad spoilt rotten.  They 

were saying things that was not in their heart, lying, all kinds of 

sins create fasaad.  When you disobey Allah and the Prophet (saw),  

when you are not sincere with Allah and the Prophet (saw), not 

sincere with believers, your deceiving them, cheating them, this 

is all fasaad.  In the Muslim society if people are deceiving Allah 

and his Prophet and believers in general, what will this create?  

All life will be corrupted.  All kinds of sins create fasaad in ones 

own life, family life and on a bigger scale among the society.  We 

have to be careful of the lies that come out of our mouths, 

because the lies come from the heart and when you say 

something then you eventually act upon it, because when we say 

something we should act upon it.  So when they lie they follow 

their lies with action. So the disease is at the heart they do not 

believe in Allah, they have a love for this dunya, they have doubts 

about the deen and then this leads to other sins it leads to fasaad. 
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Unquestionably, it is they who are the corrupters, but they 

perceive it not.  

 



           

 

The hypocrites in Madina they were cheating Muslims and 

sometimes when they went to Muslims they said we are with you 

and when they were alone with their kufar they said we are with 

you.  They were not sincere to anyone; this kind of activity was 

fasaad.  When they were asked not to do this, they would say no 

we want to reconcile between Muslims and Kufar so they can 

work together, this is what they were saying.  But Allah says they 

do not perceive what they are doing.  They said they were 

reforming they want to make both sides happy, yet they were not 

siding with the truth, but rather they wanted to have happiness 

on both sides to make this side pleased with them and the other 

side pleased with them, and the reason for this was so they could 

gain benefits from the Muslims and benefits from the other side. 
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And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," 

they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" 

Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but they know it 

not. 

 

When they are told to believe like the people have believed; who is 

 these are the companions of the Prophet saw.  So when 

they are told to believe like the companions, how do they 

respond?  They call them    they say you want us to believe 

like the foolish people believed.  Why did they think that the 

companions were foolish? Because the believers were ready to 

sacrifice anything for the sake of their iman.  And the sacrifices 

that the believers made were foolish to them, they could not see 

the sense behind it, they could not understand how the believers 

could sacrifice so much from their wealth, of their children, of 

their jobs, of all the things of migration, they could not see how 

this would benefit them, so for them it was foolishness.  And they 

said it “You want us to believe as the foolish have believed”  But 

Allah says    



When they are told to believe like the people have believed; who is 

 these are the companions of the Prophet (saw).  So when 

they are told to believe like the companions, how do they 

respond?  They call them    they say you want us to believe 

like the foolish people believed.  Why did they think that the 

companions were foolish? Because the believers were ready to 

sacrifice anything for the sake of their iman.  And the sacrifices 

that the believers made were foolish to them, they could not see 

the sense behind it, they could not understand how the believers 

could sacrifice so much from their wealth, of their children, of 

their jobs, of all the things of migration, they could not see how 

this would benefit them, so for them it was foolishness.  And they 

said it “You want us to believe as the foolish have believed”  But 

Allah says        indeed they are the foolish ones. 

 

So we learn that the hypocrites  

1. They do not like to be called to the Deen, when they are 

called to Allah, to the Quran to the Messenger, they are 

agitated they don’t want to listen, they don’t want to come, 

and they flee from iman they run from belief.  Allah says the 

one who turns away from his deen he is the one who is 

making a fool of him self. 

2. We see the lives that they have for themselves; they think 

they are so righteous; they are so pious that they have the 

authority to label everybody. This person is foolish, this 

person is not thinking right, this person is doing something 

wrong, so they are judgemental, they think they are 

intellectuals and they can call other people fools and they 

are the only ones upon the right path.  They looked down 

upon the Muslims they thought the Muslims were lower in 

status and did not want to be like them. 





       

     

  

 

Hypocrisy – Nifaq which is the Arabic word for hypocrisy is a 

state of the heart and we can see the effects of hypocrisy in 

actions as well.  So it’s a state of heart but the effect of that heart 

can be reflected in the actions.  How is this? Allah says in the 

next verse. 
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And when they meet those who believe, they say, "We believe"; 

but when they are alone with their evil ones, they say, "Indeed, 

we are with you; we were only mocking.” 
   

We were only mocking; we were only making fun, so you can see 

when they are with those the believers they say we are with you 

to the extent that they say   we believe, and from the external 

it would appear that they are with the believers, they might dress 

as the believers do, they might use the terminology as the 

believers use, they might speak in a way that the believers might 

want to hear them speak, so they will know how to fit in how to 

blend, to mix with the believers, but      what does   

mean? To withdraw, to be alone, to withdraw and take council.   

When they are alone, with who? Allah describes them as   

  Allah says that when they are alone with their  their 

evil ones, then they say  we are actually with you, 

completely two faced; complete contradiction, openly two faced.  

And they said    we were just mockers, we were 



                 

        

just mocking them.  They mocked at the believers for the sacrifice 

they made, they mocked at the believers with the Prophet (saw).  
But they only did this when they were alone with their own 

people, with the people who they knew would listen to their 

mocking, who would listen to the way they were saying these 

things.  So you can see the difference, in one place, one thing, 

and in another place they behave totally differently.  They have 

this double faced attitudes because in reality they are cowards 

and they did not have iman in their hearts.  We see in reality 

these hypocrites are not on the side of either one, he is not loyal 

to anybody.
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Allah mocks them and prolongs them in their transgression while 

they wander blindly.  

 
Allah gives them an extension     to wander blindly.

What kind of blindness is this?  We always think blindness is not

being able to see, when they don’t have physical vision.  It is blindness 

of the heart and of the mind.  So their hearts and their minds are blind,

they don’t have an inner vision, their hearts are not enlightened so they

wander, they continue blindly wandering in this way. 

      The Prophet (saw) said two qualities do not come together in a 

      hypocrite. 

1. good manners 

2. understanding of deen 

    These two things can not be in an hypocrite together, so they lack 

   perception, they lack good manners, they lack the understanding 
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Those are the ones who have purchased error in exchange for 

guidance, so their transaction has brought no profit, nor were 

they guided. 

 

Meaning they have preferred disbelief over belief they have 

preferred misguidance over guidance.  Allah sent the book the 

guidance to them, the light but they did not accept it they 

preferred to remain in darkness. 

 

Allah says about such, that they have purchased error for 

guidance.  So you imagine that someone goes to the shop and 

they have something very precious and they are handing it over 

to the shopkeeper and saying I want that thing that is worthless 

in exchange.  So they are giving something priceless and they are 

purchasing something worthless.  Allah says about their 

transactions         their transaction as brought them 

no profit whatsoever, because they chose this world over the 

hereafter.  

      and nor were they guided, because for 

guidance we need taqwa consciousness of Allah. 

Some do not want to study the Quran because they say once they 

start to study it they will have to implement it, but these people 

are only deceiving themselves. 



           

Allah mocks them.  Because it is actually they themselves who 

are going to earn a bad end, it is they themselves who are putting 

themselves in a situation where they will have to face and be 

questioned about it in the hereafter.  The biggest mock will be 

upon them when the hypocrites will be told to come towards 

Jannah, and they will be coming towards Jannah they will see 

the gates of Jannah and the gates will be closed on their faces, 

and this is because they use to mock the believers in this life in 

this world.  And Allah says     and he extends them, he 

prolongs them.     This means when something is extended 

when something is given an extension.  So they are given an 

extra time so they are not immediately caught, immediately 

punished, so they think we can get away with this, we got away 

with it once so we can get away with it again, and again.  It’s not 

like there is like a bolt of lightning that comes and strikes them 

and then they are finished. They think they can do more, they 

think they can do it again, They think what they are doing is 

right otherwise Allah would punish them but this is their punishment.

We are learning here that the heart and the tong must both be 

the same they must not be a contradiction on what is in the 

heart and what is on the tong. 

The essence of hypocrisy is lying.  The Prophet (saw) said in 

Hadith narrated in Bukhari and Muslim there are four qualities 

which when they are found in a person make him a hypocrite 

and one who possesses any one of them posses one characteristic 

of hippocrisy until he abandons it. These are:- 

1. When he is entrusted with something he betrays the trust. 

2. When he speaks he lies. 

3. When he promises he acts treacherously, he breaks the 

promise. 

4. When he argues he is abusive. 

 

The Prophet (saw) then said even if he prays and fasts and 

imagines he is a Muslim.  If he possesses these four qualities he 

is a hypocrite and to have one of them, to have an aspect of 

hypocrisy until that is abandoned. 

 




