
Lesson 3 - verses 6 – 7 Baqarah 

         

 

                          

       

6 
Indeed, those who disbelieve – it is all the same for them 
whether you warn them or do not warn them – they will not 
believe. 
 
In surtal Fatiah we read about the three different categories, 
the three different groups.   
 

The first group -       Allah favour is upon them 

and then we read in  suratil Baqarah we looked at those 
who have iman the mutaqeen, those who are conscious of 
Allah who are on the straight path.  In the next two verses 6 

and 7 we are going to look at     those who learned 

Allah’s wrath, those who earned Allah’s anger.  These are 
the ones who had knowledge but did not implement the 
knowledge 
 
These people are completely opposite to the ones mentioned 
before to the ones who believe. 
 
 
The contrast, those who disbelieve Allah says 

         indeed those who disbelieve.     

kafaroo comes from the word kufur.  What does kufur 
mean? 
 



It means to deny the truth 
To hide or cover the truth - disbelief 
Night - In Arabic the night the word Kafar is also used 
because it hides the day.  The Falah the Farmer is called 
Kafar because he hides the seeds in the earth.  So anyone 
who hides something is Kafar.  Is Kafar a swear word?  No, 
it means disbeliever, the one who hides the truth, one who 
does not recognise the truth.  The truth is so obvious, we 
cannot deny the sun, its burning and its giving off light, its 
there, it’s a method of simple thinking; its very easy to 
understand that there is a creator, when you see this 
creation what comes into our mind is that there must be a 
creator, and we benefit from all of Allah creation the sun 
and the universe, the skies the earth and all that is on it 
and yet we still don’t appreciate, we don’t praise him, we are 
not grateful he has created all of this just for our benefit. 
 

At the time of the Prophet saw there were many who denied 
the truth; from among them were the Quraish, the tribe of 
the Prophet saw, among them were people of the book al ul 
kitab, who denied what the Prophet saw brought, and 
among them were the hypocrites, the munafikeen, they also 
denied what the Prophet saw brought.  And Allah says 

about them     it is the same, it is exactly the same   

upon them     whether you warn them          

or you do not warn them, why?        

They are not going to believe, either way, they are not going 
to listen and they are not going to believe they will not 
change.  
 

     warn them about what?  About the punishment 

in the hereafter.  What kind of warning is  ?  It is a 

warning given with care and affection out of love.  The 



Prophet saw said, when he called the people of Makka 
together to give them the message of Islam, he said I am a 
Warner for you against the severest warning.  This warning 
of the Messengers is out of love, out of affection.  
 
The Prophet wants them to believe but they are not 

listening.  So Allah is telling the Prophet saw    

         whether you warn them or you don’t 

warn them it is the same for them it will not make a 
difference.  We should still warn them, we still have a 
responsibility to warn them.  Only Allah knows the 
conditions of a person’s heart, we should still fulfil our 
responsibilities.  The Prophet saw he stilled warned them, 
but guidance is in the hands of Allah. 
 

Why is it like this? Why won’t any warning make a 
difference?, why are they not changing?   
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Allah has set a seal upon their hearts and upon their 
hearing, and over their vision is a veil. And for them is a 
great punishment. 
 
They did not believe and Allah sealed their hearts. 

   , khata is the for to seal,  Allah as sealed their 

hearts and their hearing.  Why is it that Allah has sealed 
their hearts?  Were they always this way? Were they 
born this way? NO 
 



The Prophet saw said in Hadith, no child is born but upon 
the Fitra, it is his parents that make him a Jew or a 
Christian or a Madian and this is an Hadith from Muslim. 
So no child is born but upon the fitra.  So every child is 
born upon the fitra which is the natural inclination to 
worship Allah.  So the Fitra is to be born a Muslim.   
 
This Hadith shows that people are influenced by their 
environment because it says in the Hadith the parents make 
him a Christian or a Jew or a Madian.  So it shows people 
are influenced in their belief by the environment that they 
live in.  People are conditioned by the environment that they 
live in.  And because of the conditioning that they have had, 
because of this, they cannot take in the Haqq, the Truth;  
Just as at the time of the Prophet saw people had been 
conditioned to believe a certain way and many could not 
take what the Prophet saw the truth what he brought to 
them. 
 
Why is it that Allah says that these people their hearts 
are sealed whether you warn them or not they do not 
listen? 
 
Because they are comfortable in their environment. 
It is convenient for them. 
They have many advantages in living they way that they do. 
Their forefathers have been practising the same thing 
generation after generation after generation. 
To break away from that takes a brave step and something 
that they don’t want to come out of that comfortable 
environment and do. 
 
And for such people to whom the truth is presented and yet 
they refuse to accept it, they refuse to even listen so the 
Allah seals their hearts and then they lose the ability they 
no longer have the ability to receive that guidance.  Allah 
says 
 

                their hearts and their ears 

are sealed.  If we look at Iman, Belief,  Where is iman and 



taqwa?  It is in the heart.  The same with kufur, disbelief.  
It is something that stems, begins in the heart.  To perceive, 
we perceive from the heart, we believe from the heart, we 
feel from the heart.  First Allah mentions that their hearts 
are sealed, then their hearing is sealed, because they 
themselves did not want to listen to the truth. 
 

 

Why did Allah seal their hearts?  
 
 They can hear but they don’t want to listen, it is of no 
interest to them, those who commit kufur, those who 
disbelieve, they don’t want to know what is being said, they 
might hear it but they don’t take it in, they don’t listen. 
 

And upon their eyes Allah says          

And over their vision there is a veil.  So the hearts and the 
ears are sealed but on the vision there is a veil.  Why is 
there a veil upon the eyes? 
 
Because, the veil can be lifted.  It is still possible that they 
can see the truth.   There is still that possibility.  What are 
the veils that covers the eyes of those who disbelieve? 
 
They are the veils of their own desires 
Their own stubbornness 
Their own egos 
 
These things become a barrier; they become a veil from 
seeing the truth 
 
Because of the barriers these veils, their hearts are sealed, 
their ears are sealed, simply because they don’t use these 
faculties in the right way.  Its just like any part of the body, 
if we don’t use it what happens?  
We lose the ability to do something, for example if we don’t 
run regularly, if we don’t go for a jog, your not as strong and 
you become weaker in that particular faculty or like those 
people who lift weights and after a while when they don’t, 
they become weak in that particular thing.  And it is the 
same for the organs of the heart, the same for the hearing, 



because they don’t use the heart to perceive the truth, they 
don’t listen when the truth is showed to them, they don’t 
see when the truth is before them, then those faculties are 
weakened and that is the sealing of the heart. 
 

So does it mean that people are literally walking around 
with a veil over their eyes? Of course not – these are people 
whose eyes are working perfectly fine, everything is working 
in perfect order, but there is something so that they cannot 
see the truth.  
 
So these people see the Alameen, they see the world, they 
see the universe, they see everything that Allah has created, 
everything that he nourishes, but they don’t see the Rabb of 
the Alameen.  They don’t see the Lord the creator of 
everything.   
 
Kufur – disbelief is of may different types – so when Allah 
says those who disbelieve, there are different types of kufur. 
 
When we looked at the beginning of suratil Baqarah we 

looked at the mutaqeen –     a guidance for those 

who are conscious of Allah, and the first quality of those 
who are conscious of Allah, have iman is 

         they believe in the unseen. 

 
The first thing that people who commit kufur deny is the 
unseen – so we can see the contrast as the first thing the 
believers accepted is the unseen and the first thing the 
disbelievers deny is the unseen.  Which unseen is this? 
What are the specific things we must believe? 
 
Belief in Allah 
Belief in the Messengers of Allah 
Belief in the Revelations that he sent down 
Belief in the Angels 
Belief in the Day of Judgment 
Belief in destiny – Good or Bad 
Belief in Resurrection after Death 



 
These are the things which we must believe. 
 
If were to put aside some of them for example to say I don’t 
not believe in the Messengers, or I don’t believe in the 
Angels, we would be committing kufur, it would be an act of 
disbelief.  To even deny one of these things is an act of 
disbelief.  There is two types of disbelief, Kufur – Major 
Disbelief & Minor Disbelief. 
 
Major Disbelif 
 

1. Major Disbeleif , kufer of deniel of rejection.  This is 
when a person denies the existence of Allah and all 
articles of faith. 

2. Kufur of Arrogance, the person knows it is the truth 
yet he denies. Like the example of the shaytan he 
knows the truth but he rejects it 

3. Kufer of Doubt and suspicion – if you asked this 
person he would have doubts and say he was not sure 

4. Kufer of turning away – a clear sign is in front of a 
person, he sees the truth and he turns his face away 
from it. 

5. Kufer of hypocrisy  
 
If anyone performs any of these types of kufer then they will 
be out of the folds of Islam. 
 
Minor Disbelief 
 
If anyone performs any of these they will not be taken out of 
the folds of Islam because it is a minor type.  But still a 
person should avoid this. 
 
Minor Kufer is ungratefulness, ingratitude,  so a person gets 
blessings, but he complains, and when he does this he is 
being ungrateful to Allah, so this is the minor type of kufur. 
 
We should all seek refuge in Allah  
 
Another type of kufer is known as Disbelief in practise.  For 
example this is to not establish the prayer, to not pray the 



prayer of salah.  This is kufur, disbelief in action. The 
Prophet saw said in Hadith whoever has left the prayer 
deliberately has surely denied. 

 
These qualities goes against the qualities we looked at of the  

   mutaqeen who believe in the unseen and the this 

type of kufur rejects the unseen.  The    those that 

establish the prayer.  And this type of kufur are those who 
do not establish the prayer, so we can see the contrast 
between the two, the differences between the two.  Where 
one confirms, affirms and acts upon something the other 
denies, rejects and does not act upon something. 
 

     and they are given from what we have 

provided them, they spend.  This is the mutaqeen, where as 

those who commit kufur, they do not spend, they do not 
give the zakat, this will be kufur in practise, in action.  They 
don’t give the Zakat.  
 
Those who have taqwa, those who are mutaqeen have a 
clear idea of the hereafter  - there concept regarding the 
hereafter are very clear, whereas those who commit kufur 
the disbelievers, have a very vague concept of the hereafter, 
they cant tell you what the hereafter is about, what is going 
to be there, what is going to happen, what are the stages in 
the hereafter, what is the questioning going to be.  Those 
who commit kufur, those who disbelieve they have a vague 
concept and idea about the hereafter.  Many have no idea 
and deny the hereafter altogether. 
 
The type of kufur that this verse 6 refers to is the first type 
of kufur in belief.  Kufur in belief in the articles of faith.   
 
If we take examples of people who committed kufur, of those 
who committed kufur, we can see the example that the 
Quran gives of Pharaoh.  Pharaoh denied with his tong and 



with his heart.  He denied the existence of God verbally and 
also in his heart he denied the existence of God completely. 
Until the very point of death where the angel of death came 
to him, then it was too late, because everything was before 
him, the hereafter was in front of him at that time and it 
was too late. 
 
And we know that Allah accepts the tawbah, he accepts the 
repentence of a person until the actual point of death.  So 
the first example of someone who committed kufur with his 
tong and with his heart was Pharaoh. 
 
Another type of this kufur are those who have the belief in 
their heart but they deny with their tong, so we are looking 
at the kufur of inbeleif and we are looking at the categories 
under that.  Those that believe in their heart but they deny 
verbally with their tong. 
 
An example of this is Iblees, Shaytan who recognises the 
truth but he denied it despite that.  Abu Talib the uncle of 
the Prophet saw, he recognised the truth but he did not 
verbally say the shadah, he did not verbally accept Islam. 
 
The third/forth example of this type of kufur are those who 
did not accept it in their heart but they did verbally say that 
they believed, they did not accept it in their heart but 
verbally they declared their belief and this is referring to the 
hypocrites who did not accept in their hearts the truth but 
verbally they said that they believed.  An example is 
Abdullah bin Oubay who was one of the people in Madina, 
one of the hypocrites in Madina, he did not accept it in his 
heart but verbally he said he was a believer and that he was 
with the Muslims. 
 

And Allah says for the disbelievers 

          

For them there is a great punishment.  For those who 
refuse, deny and who cover the truth.  Because of their 
denial because they rejected the truth they will have a great 
punishment and this includes both mental and physical 



torture.  This punishment will be great in size and also great 
in intensity, it’s a huge punishment 


