
Ayet 6

 

“Verily, those who disbelieve, it is all the same to them whether you warn them or do not warn  
them, they will not believe.”

* What is Kufr?  
Kufr means disbelief. It comes from the root word meaning to cover or to hide. This implies 
‘covering the truth’. There are two types of kufr - major and minor:

* Major Kufr Types are of various types:

• Kufr Al Takdheeb/ Kufrul-Inkaar: Disbelief out of denial. This applies to someone 
who denies with both heart and tongue. Allaah تعالى says: They recognize the favors of  
Allaah, yet they deny them. Most of them are disbelievers. [Soorah Nahl (16), Ayah 83]

• Kufr Al Istikbar: To deny out of arrogance. Example: Iblees refusing to bow to 
Adam; Fira’oun refusing to do what he was told to submit.

• Kufr Ash Shekh: To have doubts in the articles of faith

• Kufr Al I’raadh – Disbelief due to avoidance. This applies to those who turn away 
and avoid the truth. Allaah تعالى says: And who is more unjust than he who is reminded of  
his Lord's signs but then turns away from them. Then he forgets what he has sent forward  
(for the Day of Judgment) [Soorah Kahf (18), Ayah 57]

• Kufrul-'Inaad: Disbelief out of stubbornness. This applies to someone who knows the 
truth and admits to knowing the truth and admits to knowing it with his tongue, but refuses 
to accept it and refrains from making a declaration. Allaah subhanahu wa ta'ala says: Throw 
into Hell every stubborn disbeliever [Soorah Qaaf (50), Ayah 24]

• Kufrul-Juhood: Disbelief out of rejection. This applies to someone who 
acknowledges the truth in his heart, but rejects it with his tongue. This types of kufr is 
applicable to those who calls themselves Muslims but who reject any necessary and 
accepted norms of Islam such as Salaat and Zakat. Allaah subhanahu wa ta'ala says: They 
denied them (our signs) even though their hearts believed in them , out of spite and  
arrogance. [Soorah Naml (27), Ayah 14]

• Kufrul-Nifaaq: Disbelief out of hypocrisy.  This applies to someone who pretends to 
be a believer but conceals his disbelief. Such a person is called a munafiq or hypocrite. 
Allaah تعالى says: Verily the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of Hell. You will find  
no one to help them. [Soorah An Nisaa (4), Ayah 145]

• Kufrul-Istihaal: Disbelief out of trying to make haram into halal. This applies to 
someone who accepts as lawful (Halal) that which Allaah has made unlawful (Haram) like 



alcohol or adultery.  Only Allaah تعالى has the prerogative to make things Halal and Haram 
and those who seek to interfere with His right are like rivals to Him and therefore fall 
outside the boundaries of faith.

• Kufrul-Kurh: Disbelief out of detesting any of Allaah's تعالى commands. Allaah 
says: Perdition (destruction) has been consigned to those who disbelieve and He will تعالى  
render their actions void. This is because they are averse to that which Allaah has revealed  
so He has made their actions fruitless. [Soorah Muhammed (47), Ayah 8-9]

• Kufrul-Istihzaha: Disbelief due to mockery and derision. Allaah تعالى says: Say: 
Was it at Allaah, His signs and His apostles that you were mocking? Make no excuses. You  
have disbelieved after you have believed. [Soorah Taubah (9), ayah 65-66]

• Kufrul-Istibdaal: Disbelief because of trying to substitute Allaah's Laws. This could 
take the form of:
(a) Rejection of Allaah's law (Sharee'ah) without denying it
(b) Denial of Allaah's law and therefore rejecting it, or
(c) Substituting Allaah's laws with man-made laws. Allaah تعالى says: Or have they  
partners with Allaah who have instituted for them a religion which Allaah has not allowed. 
[Soorah Shuraa(42), Ayah 8] Allaah تعالى says: Say not concerning that which your  
tongues put forth falsely (that) is lawful and this is forbidden so as to invent a lie against  
Allaah. Verily, those who invent a lie against Allaah will never prosper. [Soorah Nahl (16), 
Ayah 116]

* The consequence of Major Kufr:

• Will take a person out of Islam

• Will cause the person to reside in Hell forever

• Will cause all righteous deeds to be rejected

* Some of the Minor Kufr Acts

• Fighting against another Muslim

• Swearing by other than Allah تعالى (eg. The sun, the stars, your mother)

• Kufr Al Na’ama (if one is granted a blessing from Allah تعالى and he rejects it) 

* The Consequence of Minor Kufr

• Will not take a person out of Islam

• Will accumulate a lot of sins



So who are the Disbelievers?

“Those who disbelieve” refers to the people who cover the truth. There are two groups of 
disbelievers: People of the Book (Jews & Christians) and idol worshippers.

* Disbelievers Refuse to Heed Warnings
“It is all the same” confirms that their situation will not change. Allah تعالى is trying to comfort 
Prophet Mohammad  who is grieving over the rejection by the disbelievers. Allah تعالى 
reminds the Prophet  that their future is already predetermined.

 ‘  refers to warning about negative things that will happen. This is to frighten them ’ءَأَنذَرْتَهُمْ
and make them aware of the impending dangers.

Ayah 7.
“Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing, and on their eyes there is a covering.  
Theirs will be a great torment”

* The Seal

The word, ‘  has strongly imprinted or engraved on تعالى refers to a seal or stamp that Allah ’خَتَمَ
their hearts. The concept of this seal is explained in the following hadith: 

“When the believer commits a sin, a black dot will be engraved on his heart. If he repents, refrains  
and regrets, his heart will be polished again. If he commits more errors, the dots will increase until  
they cover his heart. This is the Ran (stain) that Allah described, (Nay! But on their hearts is the 
Ran (stain) which they used to earn)''” (83:14). [At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith, and At-
Tirmidhi] 

The seal is placed on the disbelievers’ hearts because that is the central organ that affects all actions 
and emotions. Without the heart functioning properly, a person can do nothing. The same seal is 
also placed upon the hearing.

* The Rejecters of Truth
These people are already described as non-believers because Allah تعالى says that it is not possible 
to change their way of thinking. Their hearts are as hard as a rock and can not be influenced. It is 
not that these people do not know the truth; they know but choose to deny and cover the haqq.

* Ghishaawah (....and on their eyes there is a covering...)

‘  refers to a different type of covering that blocks their sight. This is to cover their vision ’غِشَـوَةٌ
from seeing the truth.



* The Kuffaar Choose Misguidance
Allah تعالى does not place these coverings before the rejection by the disbelievers. They commit 
acts of disbelief and rejection and as a result, Allah تعالى then seals their channels of guidance.

* The punishment for disbelievers ( ( وَلَهُمْ عَذَابٌ عظِيمٌ
They are punished in this life and the Hereafter – the seal on their hearts prevents them from being 
influenced in this life. In the Hereafter they will suffer an eternal punishment of the Fire. 

What can we learn from the traits of the Disbelievers

• Need to constantly ask Allah تعالى to guide us and keep us firm on it

• The fear of Allah’s تعالى punishments should deter us from all major and minor sins

• We should be aware that by committing many minor sins, it becomes easier to fall 
into more serious sins.

• We cannot judge anyone as having a seal on their hearts. Therefore, we should not 
give up trying to teach them the truth.

• Only Allah تعالى has the right to judge. Only He has knowledge of someone’s heart

• We can never assume ourselves to be better than another. A believer, who has been 
practising Islam all his life, could lose Paradise at the last minute by committing major kufr  
like shirk.

• We need to concentrate solely on assessing our deeds and remembering that on the 
Day of Judgment we will stand alone and be answerable only for our own deeds.

Additional source used for the notes: Tafsir Ibn Kathir


